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v
ie

w
p

o
in

ts 
a
re

 
c
lo

se
 

n
e
ig

h
b

o
rs 

in
 

a
 

still 
lo

n
e
ly

 
re

g
io

n
 

o
f 

th
e

c
o

n
te

m
p

o
ra

ry
 

c
o

n
c
e
p

tu
a
l 

la
n

d
sc

a
p

e
. 

F
u

tu
re

 
e
la

b
o

ra
tio

n
 

o
f 

e
ith

e
r

v
iew

p
o

in
t can

 o
n

ly
 b

en
efit fro

m
 th

eir o
n

g
o

in
g

 d
ialo

g
u

e. 1
0" T

h
e p

resen
t

p
ap

er sh
o

u
ld

 b
e v

iew
ed

 as a co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 to
 th

is d
ialo

g
u

e, alth
o

u
g

h
 I'll

h
av

e to
 ex

p
lain

 in
 co

n
clu

sio
n

 w
h

y
 I am

 n
o

t, an
d

 can
n

o
t b

e, an
 A

m
erican

p
rag

m
atist.

2
. A

T
 T

H
E

 B
E

G
IN

N
IN

G
, T

H
E

 T
R

IA
N

G
L

E
 A

L
R

E
A

D
Y

 W
A

S

2
.1

. T
h

e v
iew

p
o

in
t o

f h
u

m
a

n
 d

esire

T
h

e o
rig

in
al sin

 o
f m

ain
stream

 eco
n

o
m

ics, it seem
s to

 m
e, is its p

u
ttin

g
 at

th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 th

e su
b

ject-o
b

ject relatio
n

sh
ip

, as if th
e o

b
ject w

as alw
ay

s

a
lre

a
d

y
 
fu

lly
 
c
o

n
stitu

te
d

 
w

h
e
n

 
th

e
 
a
lw

a
y

s 
a
lre

a
d

y
 
fu

lly
 
c
o

n
stitu

te
d

su
b

je
c
t a

p
p

ro
a
c
h

e
s it. A

s fa
r a

s b
e
lie

fs a
n

d
 d

e
sire

s a
re

 c
o

n
c
e
rn

e
d

, th
e

relatio
n

 b
etw

een
 su

b
ject an

d
 o

b
ject is seen

 as a straig
h

t lin
e. T

o
 b

e fair,

E
co

n
o

m
ics is n

o
t alo

n
e in

 th
is resp

ect. R
o

u
sseau

's n
o

tio
n

 o
f "am

o
u

r d
e

so
i", th

e H
eg

elian
o

-M
arx

ist co
n

cep
t o

f n
eed

, th
e F

reu
d

ian
 "o

b
ject-related

lib
id

o
", an

aly
tic p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 o
f actio

n
 an

d
 m

an
y

 m
o

re, all p
artak

e o
f th

e

sam
e co

n
cep

tio
n

.

I w
a
n

t to
 c

h
a
lle

n
g

e
 th

is c
o

n
c
e
p

tio
n

, in
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 w

a
y

 th
a
t D

e
w

e
y

 a
n

d

B
e
n

tle
y

 c
h

a
lle

n
g

e
d

 a
ll so

rts o
f d

u
a
lism

s, in
c
lu

d
in

g
 th

e
 su

b
je

c
t-o

b
je

c
t

d
u

alism
, th

at is, b
y

 sh
o

w
in

g
 th

at su
b

ject an
d

 o
b

ject are a
sp

ects o
f a m

o
re

in
c
lu

siv
e
 

a
c
tiv

ity
 

in
c
o

rp
o

ra
tin

g
 

th
e
m

 
b

o
th

. 
In

 
D

e
w

e
y

's 
te

rm
s, 

th
e

tra
n

sa
c
tio

n
a

l p
ro

ced
u

re asserts "th
e rig

h
t to

 see to
g

eth
er, ex

ten
sio

n
ally

an
d

 d
u

ratio
n

ally
, m

u
ch

 th
at is talk

ed
 ab

o
u

t co
n

v
en

tio
n

ally
 as if it w

ere

co
m

p
o

sed
 o

f irreco
n

cilab
le sep

arates. 1
1" H

o
w

ev
er, I w

an
t to

 d
o

 th
is fro

m

th
e v

iew
p

o
in

t o
f d

e
sire

, a p
ersp

ectiv
e, as far as I can

 tell, th
at h

as b
een

so
m

e
w

h
a
t n

e
g

le
c
te

d
 b

y
 th

e
 p

ra
g

m
a
tist tra

d
itio

n
. W

h
e
n

 R
ic

h
a
rd

 R
o

rty

c
o

n
te

n
d

s 
th

a
t 

"T
h

e
 

re
la

tiv
ity

 
o

f 
d

e
sc

rip
tio

n
s 

to
 

p
u

r
p

o
s
e

s 
is 

th
e

p
ra

g
m

a
tist's 

p
rin

c
ip

a
l 

a
rg

u
m

e
n

t 
fo

r 
h

is 
a
n

tire
p

re
se

n
ta

tio
n

a
l 

v
ie

w
 
o

f

k
n

o
w

led
g

e" an
d

 su
g

g
ests th

at "ev
ery

th
in

g
 w

e say
 an

d
 d

o
 an

d
 b

eliev
e is a

m
atter o

f fu
lfillin

g
 h

u
m

an
 n

e
e
d

s an
d

 in
terests"

1
2, n

o
n

e o
f th

e w
o

rd
s th

at

h
e u

ses, su
ch

 as "p
u

rp
o

ses", "n
eed

s" o
r "in

terests", co
n

n
o

te w
h

at I call

h
ere "d

esire". O
n

e co
u

ld
 o

b
ject th

at all th
o

se n
a

m
in

g
s h

av
e a co

m
m

o
n

p
u

rp
o

se
, 

a
n

d
 

th
a
t 

w
h

a
t 

e
c
o

n
o

m
ists 

n
a
m

e
 

"u
tility

", 
"p

re
fe

re
n

c
e
s",

                                           
1
0 

D
a
n

ie
l 

K
. 

P
a
lm

e
r, 

"T
h

e
 

T
ra

n
sa

c
tio

n
a
l 

V
ie

w
 

a
n

d
 

A
u

to
p

o
ie

tic
 

B
io

lo
g

y
",

T
ra

n
sa

ctio
n
a
l V

iew
p
o
in

ts, S
p
rin

g
 2

0
0
3
.

1
1 Jo

h
n

 D
ew

ey
 &

 A
rth

u
r F

. B
en

tley
, K

n
o

w
in

g
 a

n
d

 th
e
 K

n
o

w
n

, in
 R

. H
an

d
y

 &
 E

. C
.

H
arw

o
o

d
 (ed

s.), U
se

fu
l P

ro
c
e
d

u
re

s o
f In

q
u

iry, B
eh

av
io

ral R
esearch

 C
o

u
n

cil, G
reat

B
arrin

g
to

n
, M

ass., 1
9
7
3
, p

. 1
1
1
.

1
2 R

ich
ard

 R
o
rty

, P
h
ilo

so
p
h
y a

n
d
 S

o
cia

l H
o
p
e, P

en
g
u
in

, 1
9
9
9
, p

. X
X

V
I-X

X
V

II.

6

"sa
tisfa

c
tio

n
" o

r "o
p

h
e
lim

ity
", o

th
e
rs, su

c
h

 a
s a

n
a
ly

tic
 p

h
ilo

so
p

h
e
rs o

f

actio
n

, call p
recisely

 "d
esires", as in

 th
e "b

eliefs-d
esires m

o
d

el o
f actio

n
".

I 
d

isa
g

re
e
, 

a
n

d
 

n
o

t 
o

n
ly

 
b

e
c
a
u

se
, 

in
 

P
e
te

r 
G

o
d

fre
y

-S
m

ith
's 

te
rm

s,

"P
rag

m
atism

 fro
m

 so
m

e an
g

les can
 lo

o
k

 lik
e th

e im
p

o
sin

g
 o

f an
 au

stere

w
o

rk
 eth

ic o
n

 ep
istem

ic life: n
o

th
in

g
 is g

o
o

d
 in

 th
o

u
g

h
t u

n
less it is m

ad
e

to
 d

o
 so

m
e
 b

e
h

a
v

io
ra

l w
o

rk
"

1
3, w

h
e
re

a
s "d

e
sire

", in
 c

o
n

tra
st w

ith
 th

is

o
b

se
ssio

n
 w

ith
 u

se
fu

ln
e
ss, c

o
n

ju
re

s u
p

 id
e
a
s o

f e
x

u
b

e
ra

n
c
e
, g

ra
tu

ito
u

s

e
x

p
e
n

se
, 

p
ro

flig
a
c
y

, 
irra

tio
n

a
lity

 
a
n

d
 

e
v

e
n

 
c
ra

z
in

e
ss. 

M
o

re

fu
n

d
a
m

e
n

ta
lly

, th
e
 re

a
so

n
 fo

r m
y

 stre
ssin

g
 th

e
 sin

g
u

la
rity

 o
f h

u
m

a
n

d
esire is th

at it is essen
tially

 trian
g

u
lar. S

u
ch

 at least is th
e p

rem
ise u

p
o

n

w
h

ich
 I h

av
e g

ro
u

n
d

ed
 m

u
ch

 o
f m

y
 w

o
rk

 in
 th

e p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f th
e so

cial

sc
ie

n
c
e
s. D

e
sire

 is e
sse

n
tia

lly
 m

e
d

ia
te

d
, 

im
ita

te
d

 
o

n
 
so

m
e
o

n
e
 
e
lse

's

d
esire. I w

ill o
ften

 call th
is th

ird
 p

arty
 th

e M
ed

ia
to

r
1
4.

W
h

en
 I say

, "A
t th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 th
e T

rian
g

le alread
y

 w
as", let th

ere b
e n

o

m
isu

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

in
g

. T
h

e
 tria

n
g

u
la

r stru
c
tu

re
 o

f h
u

m
a
n

 d
e
sire

 is n
o

t a
n

o
rig

in
, an

d
 th

e v
ertices o

f th
e trian

g
le –

 th
e su

b
ject, th

e m
ed

iato
r, an

d
 th

e

o
b

ject –
 are n

o
t p

re-ex
istin

g
 en

tities. It is o
n

ly
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
eir tran

sactio
n

s

th
a
t th

e
y

 m
u

tu
a
lly

 sh
a
p

e
 o

n
e
 a

n
o

th
e
r, g

iv
in

g
 th

e
 fa

lse
 im

p
re

ssio
n

 th
a
t

th
ey

 w
ere fu

lly
 co

n
stitu

ted
 fro

m
 th

e start. T
h

e trian
g

le is n
eith

er a reality

n
o

r a G
e
sta

lt. It is a
 stru

c
tu

ra
l m

o
d

e
l o

f in
te

rsu
b

je
c
tiv

ity
, a

n
d

 c
a
n

n
o

t

p
u

rp
o

rt to
 b

e
 a

 g
ro

u
n

d
in

g
 o

f so
rt. I re

m
a
in

 tru
e
 h

e
re

 to
 th

e
 c

ritiq
u

e
 o

f

"p
rim

o
rd

ial th
in

k
in

g
" th

at I h
av

e elab
o

rated
 w

ith
 F

ran
cisco

 V
arela, an

d
 o

f

w
h

ic
h

 E
lia

s K
h

a
lil w

rite
s, re

a
d

in
g

 it in
 lig

h
t o

f th
e
 tra

n
sa

c
tio

n
a
l v

ie
w

:

"V
a
re

la
 a

n
d

 D
u

p
u

y
 a

rg
u

e
 th

a
t th

e
 so

u
rc

e
 o

f p
rim

o
rd

ia
l th

in
k

in
g

 is th
e

o
b

sessio
n

 w
ith

 'o
rig

in
s'. [...] T

h
e m

o
st in

terestin
g

 id
ea o

f V
arela/D

u
p

u
y

 is

th
a
t th

e
 e

m
e
rg

e
n

t u
n

it o
r to

ta
lity

 is n
e
ith

e
r re

d
u

c
ib

le
 to

, n
o

r se
p

a
ra

b
le

fro
m

, th
e
 c

o
m

p
o

n
e
n

ts. T
h

e
y

 v
ie

w
 th

e
 o

rg
a
n

ism
 a

s in
v

o
lv

e
d

 in
 se

lf-

p
ro

d
u

c
tio

n
, w

h
a
t th

e
y

 c
a
ll 'a

u
to

p
o

ie
sis', in

 th
e
 se

n
se

 th
a
t o

rg
a
n

ism
s

co
n

stru
ct th

eir o
w

n
 o

rg
an

izatio
n

. T
h

ey
 m

ain
tain

 th
at th

e self-referen
tial

c
h

a
ra

c
te

r o
f th

e
 o

rg
a
n

ism
 is a

lso
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e
 so

c
ia

l o
rd

e
r, m

o
n

e
ta

ry

sy
stem

, liv
in

g
 en

tities, co
g

n
itio

n
, an

d
 lan

g
u

ag
e ... V

arela/D
u

p
u

y
's id

ea o
f

e
m

e
rg

e
n

t o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
 se

e
m

s to
 a

v
o

id
 th

e
 q

u
e
st fo

r p
rim

o
rd

ia
l e

n
titie

s

alo
n

g
 th

e self-actio
n

al o
r in

teractio
n

al ap
p

ro
ach

es. 1
5" In

d
eed

, F
ran

cisco

                                           
1
3 P

eter G
o

d
frey

-S
m

ith
, C

o
m

p
lexity a

n
d

 th
e F

u
n

ctio
n

 o
f M

in
d

 in
 N

a
tu

re, C
am

b
rid

g
e

U
n

iv
ersity

 P
ress, 1

9
9

8
, p

. 1
1

0
. P

eter G
o

d
frey

-S
m

ith
 ad

d
s, "H

o
w

ev
er w

ell th
is m

ig
h

t

ch
aracterize th

e v
iew

s o
f o

th
er 'p

rag
m

atists', th
is is n

o
t a g

o
o

d
 d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f D
ew

ey
's

attitu
d

e." T
h

is b
o

o
k

 is an
 ex

cellen
t attem

p
t at rev

isitin
g

 D
ew

ey
's p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 in
 lig

h
t

o
f th

e th
eo

ries o
f co

m
p
lex

ity
.

1
4 In

 k
eep

in
g

 w
ith

 R
en

é G
irard

's co
n

cep
ts an

d
 term

in
o

lo
g

y
 in

 D
e
c
e
it, D

e
sire

 &
 th

e

N
o
vel, o

p
. cit.

1
5 E

lias K
h

alil, "B
eh

av
io

ral E
co

n
o

m
ics an

d
 th

e T
ran

sactio
n

al V
iew

", T
ra

n
sa

c
tio

n
a

l

V
iew

p
o
in

ts, W
in

ter 2
0
0
3
.



7

V
a
re

la
 

a
n

d
 

I 
c
o

n
c
lu

d
e
d

 
th

e
 

in
tro

d
u

c
to

ry
 

e
ssa

y
 

to
 

o
u

r 
v

o
lu

m
e

U
n

d
ersta

n
d

in
g

 O
rig

in
s

1
6 w

ith
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 w

o
rd

s:

"W
e th

u
s su

b
m

it th
at o

rd
er an

d
 its o

rig
in

 m
ay

 b
e th

o
u

g
h

t o
f ... in

 a w
ay

th
a
t e

sc
a
p

e
s b

o
th

 th
e
 te

m
p

ta
tio

n
 o

f u
ltim

a
te

 g
ro

u
n

d
in

g
 a

s e
x

o
g

e
n

o
u

s

re
fe

re
n

c
e
s 

in
to

 
a
n

 
u

ltim
a
te

 
R

e
a
so

n
 
o

r 
T

ru
th

, 
a
n

d
 
th

e
 
te

m
p

ta
tio

n
 
o

f

co
m

p
lete ab

sen
ce o

f an
y

 reg
u

larity
 an

d
 d

isco
n

n
ectio

n
 fro

m
 an

y
 o

rd
er at

a
ll. T

h
e
 k

e
y

 is in
 th

e
 d

isc
o

v
e
ry

, fo
r e

a
c
h

 c
a
se

 a
n

d
 in

 e
a
c
h

 d
o

m
a
in

 b
u

t

sh
arin

g
 in

 a co
m

m
o

n
 lo

g
ic, o

f a m
o

rp
h

o
g

en
etic p

ro
cess cap

ab
le o

f self-

g
ro

u
n

d
in

g
 an

d
 self-d

istin
ctio

n
. A

n
 o

rig
in

 w
h

ich
 is n

eith
er n

o
n

-ex
isten

t o
r

elu
siv

e, n
o

r u
ltim

ate g
ro

u
n

d
 o

r ab
so

lu
te referen

ce."

T
h

e p
o

in
t I w

an
t to

 m
ak

e h
ere is th

at th
e trian

g
u

lar m
o

d
el, alb

eit alien
 to

co
n

tem
p

o
rary

 eco
n

o
m

ic th
o

u
g

h
t, can

 b
e fo

u
n

d
 at th

e co
re o

f th
e sy

stem
s

elab
o

rated
 b

y
 th

e th
ree fin

est eco
n

o
m

ists o
f all tim

e –
 th

e N
ew

to
n

, th
e

E
in

ste
in

, 
a
n

d
 
th

e
 
M

a
x

 
P

la
n

c
k

 
o

f 
th

e
 
d

isc
ip

lin
e
: 

A
d

a
m

 
S

m
ith

, 
Jo

h
n

M
ay

n
ard

 K
ey

n
es, an

d
 F

ried
rich

 H
ay

ek
1
7. It is n

o
t b

y
 c

h
a
n

c
e
 th

a
t th

e
se

th
ree g

en
iu

ses w
ere m

u
ch

 m
o

re th
an

 m
ere eco

n
o

m
ists. M

o
re p

recisely
, I

w
an

t to
 sh

o
w

 tw
o

 th
in

g
s:

-
 

T
h

e
 

tria
n

g
u

la
r 

m
o

d
e
l 

c
a
n

 
g

e
n

e
ra

te
 

th
e
 

k
in

d
 

o
f 

m
o

rp
h

o
g

e
n

e
tic

p
ro

cesses th
at are cap

ab
le o

f self-g
ro

u
n

d
in

g
 an

d
 self-d

istin
ctio

n
. A

s

far as h
u

m
an

 affairs are co
n

cern
ed

, I w
o

u
ld

 ev
en

 v
en

tu
re to

 su
rm

ise

th
at th

e co
n

v
erse is tru

e, n
am

ely
 th

at th
e trian

g
u

lar m
o

d
el is th

e o
n

ly

o
n

e th
at h

as th
is cap

ab
ility

; in
 o

th
er w

o
rd

s, a n
ecessary

 co
n

d
itio

n
 to

escap
e th

e su
b

ject-o
b

ject d
ich

o
to

m
y

 is to
 in

tro
d

u
ce a th

ird
 p

arty
 –

 th
e

so
-called

 m
ed

iato
r.

-
 

U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately

, reso
rtin

g
 to

 th
at m

o
d

el is n
o

t a su
fficien

t co
n

d
itio

n
 o

f

su
c
c
e
ss. S

in
c
e
 h

e
 is o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 in

te
lle

c
tu

a
l h

e
ro

e
s o

f o
u

r m
e
e
tin

g
, I

w
ill m

ain
ly

 d
w

ell o
n

 F
ried

rich
 H

ay
ek

's g
lo

rio
u

s an
d

 in
stru

ctiv
e failu

re

o
n

 th
is sco

re.

                                           
1
6 K

lu
w

er, B
o
sto

n
 S

tu
d
ies in

 th
e P

h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 o

f S
cien

ce, 1
9
9
2
. T

h
e su

b
title o

f th
e b

o
o
k

is C
o
n
tem

p
o
ra

ry V
iew

s o
n
 th

e O
rig

in
 o

f L
ife, M

in
d
, a

n
d
 S

o
ciety.

1
7 A

s I h
av

e tried
 to

 sh
o
w

 in
 m

y
 L

e S
a
crifice et l'en

vie
, C

alm
an

n
-L

év
y
, P

aris, 1
9
9
2
.

8

2
.2

. A
d

a
m

 S
m

ith
's T

h
ird

 P
a

rty
: th

e S
p

ecta
to

r

In
 th

e case o
f A

d
am

 S
m

ith
's th

eatrical ren
d

erin
g

 o
f so

cial life, th
e ro

le o
f

th
e
 
M

e
d

ia
to

r 
is 

o
b

v
io

u
sly

 
p

la
y

e
d

 
b

y
 
th

e
 
c
h

a
ra

c
te

r 
S

m
ith

 
c
a
lls 

th
e

"S
p

ectato
r" –

 im
p

artial, o
r n

o
t 1

8.

A
s co

n
ceiv

ed
 b

y
 S

m
ith

, th
e h

u
m

an
 su

b
ject is rad

ically
 in

co
m

p
lete. O

n
e

co
u

ld
 ev

en
 g

o
 so

 far as to
 co

n
ten

d
 th

at h
e is a n

o
n

-ex
isten

t en
tity

 b
efo

re

h
is e

n
g

a
g

e
m

e
n

t in
 th

e
 w

o
rld

. H
e
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
ly

 n
e
e
d

s h
is fe

llo
w

 m
e
n

 in

o
rd

e
r to

 b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 sta

k
e
 o

u
t h

is o
w

n
 id

e
n

tity
. A

s fo
r th

e
 o

b
je

c
t o

f h
is

d
e
sire

, it to
o

 re
m

a
in

s u
n

d
e
fin

e
d

 u
n

til so
m

e
 fo

rm
 o

f tra
n

sa
c
tio

n
 ta

k
e
s

p
lace. W

h
at is W

ealth
 fo

r th
e su

p
p

o
sed

 fo
u

n
d

in
g

 fath
er o

f E
co

n
o

m
ics? It

is e
v

e
ry

th
in

g
 th

a
t is b

e
in

g
 d

e
sire

d
 b

y
 th

e
 T

h
ird

 p
a
rty

! A
n

 o
u

tsta
n

d
in

g

statem
en

t, to
 b

e su
re.

B
u

t le
t m

e
 sta

rt w
ith

 th
e
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

. A
t th

e
 v

e
ry

 b
e
g

in
n

in
g

 o
f th

e
 1

8
th

cen
tu

ry
, in

 h
is fam

o
u

s F
a

b
le o

f th
e B

ees, M
an

d
ev

ille p
ro

v
o

k
ed

 a scan
d

al

b
y

 en
u

n
ciatin

g
 th

e cen
tral p

arad
o

x
 o

f eco
n

o
m

ic lib
eralism

: it is "p
riv

ate

v
ic

e
s" 

w
h

ic
h

 
p

ro
d

u
c
e
 

"p
u

b
lic

 
b

e
n

e
fits." 

T
h

e
 

tra
d

itio
n

a
l 

v
irtu

e
s 

o
f

tem
p

eran
ce an

d
 m

o
d

eratio
n

 m
erely

 create an
 im

p
o

v
erish

ed
 so

ciety
, o

n
e

in
 w

h
ich

 scarcity
 lead

s to
 d

iso
rd

er an
d

 im
p

o
ten

ce. O
n

 th
e co

n
trary

, th
e

lib
e
ra

tio
n

 
o

f 
th

e
 
h

u
m

a
n

 
p

a
ssio

n
s—

e
n

v
y

, 
c
o

v
e
to

u
sn

e
ss, 

a
p

p
e
tite

 
fo

r

lu
x

u
ry

, p
rid

e, an
d

 ab
o

v
e all th

e m
o

st selfish
 o

n
e, v

an
ity

, d
efin

ed
 as th

e

lo
v

e
 a

n
d

 p
u

rsu
it o

f p
ra

ise
—

m
a
k

e
s it p

o
ssib

le
 to

 d
e
v

e
lo

p
 in

d
u

stry
 a

n
d

co
m

m
erce an

d
, b

y
 g

en
eratin

g
 afflu

en
ce, to

 p
ro

d
u

ce a h
ap

p
y

, w
ell-o

rd
ered

an
d

 stab
le so

ciety
.

S
o

m
e fifty

 y
ears later, A

d
am

 S
m

ith
, a m

o
ral p

h
ilo

so
p

h
er b

y
 p

ro
fessio

n
,

p
u

b
lish

ed
 h

is g
reat treatise T

h
e T

h
eo

ry o
f M

o
ra

l S
en

tim
en

ts (1
7

5
9

). T
h

is

b
o

o
k

 ex
am

in
es th

e m
ajo

r sy
stem

s o
f m

o
ral p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 an
d

 d
ev

o
tes a lo

n
g

c
h

a
p

te
r 

to
 
M

a
n

d
e
v

ille
's, 

c
o

n
d

e
m

n
in

g
 
it 

a
s 

"lic
e
n

tio
u

s" 
a
n

d
 
"w

h
o

lly

p
ern

icio
u

s" in
 th

at it "tak
e(s) aw

ay
 alto

g
eth

er th
e d

istin
ctio

n
 b

etw
een

 v
ice

an
d

 v
irtu

e." In
 essen

ce, S
m

ith
's p

rin
cip

al co
m

p
lain

t ag
ain

st M
an

d
ev

ille is

th
at th

e latter p
lay

ed
 o

n
 w

o
rd

s. W
h

at h
e called

 p
riv

ate v
ices are in

 fact

m
o

ra
l se

n
tim

e
n

ts th
a
t re

m
a
in

 p
e
rfe

c
tly

 v
irtu

o
u

s w
h

e
n

 m
a
in

ta
in

e
d

 a
t a

                                           
1
8 In

 th
is sectio

n
, I su

m
 u

p
 m

y
 w

o
rk

 o
n

 D
a

s A
d

a
m

 S
m

ith
 P

ro
b

le
m

, i.e. th
e ap

p
aren

t

co
n

trad
ictio

n
 b

etw
een

 h
is tw

o
 m

ajo
r w

o
rk

s, T
h

e T
h

eo
ry o

f M
o

ra
l S

en
tim

en
ts an

d
 T

h
e

W
ea

lth
 o

f N
a

tio
n

s. S
ee Jean

-P
ierre D

u
p

u
y

, "D
e l'ém

an
cip

atio
n

 d
e l'éco

n
o

m
ie: R

eto
u

r

su
r "D

a
s A

d
a
m

 S
m

ith
 P

ro
b

le
m

"", L
'A

n
n

é
e
 S

o
c
io

lo
g

iq
u

e
, 3

7
, 1

9
8

7
, p

p
. 3

1
1

-3
4

2
. A

m
u

c
h

 sh
o

rte
n

e
d

 E
n

g
lish

 v
e
rsio

n
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 p
u

b
lish

e
d

 a
s "A

 R
e
c
o

n
sid

e
ra

tio
n

 o
f D

a
s

A
d

a
m

 S
m

ith
 P

ro
b

le
m

" 
in

 
P

. 
S

a
in

t-A
m

a
n

d
 
(e

d
.), 

"A
u

to
n

o
m

y
 
in

 
th

e
 
A

g
e
 
o

f 
th

e

E
n
lig

h
ten

m
en

t", S
ta

n
fo

rd
 F

ren
ch

 R
eview

 , 1
7
-1

, 1
9
9
3
, p

p
. 4

5
-5

7
.



9

reaso
n

ab
le d

eg
ree an

d
 b

eco
m

e v
icio

u
s o

n
ly

 o
u

tsid
e certain

 b
o

u
n

d
s. T

ak
e

w
h

at M
an

d
ev

ille called
 v

an
ity

: th
is fo

r h
im

 is an
y

th
in

g
 referrin

g
 to

 th
e

sen
tim

en
ts o

f o
th

er p
eo

p
le (th

ird
 p

arties!). N
o

w
, S

m
ith

 say
s, th

e "lo
v

e o
f

v
irtu

e" an
d

 th
e "lo

v
e o

f tru
e g

lo
ry

", w
h

ich
 are th

e tw
o

 "n
o

b
lest an

d
 b

est

p
assio

n
(s) in

 h
u

m
an

 n
atu

re", also
 refer to

 o
th

er p
eo

p
le's sen

tim
en

ts—
if

n
o

t to
 w

h
a
t th

e
y

 a
re

 re
a
lly

, a
t le

a
st to

 w
h

a
t th

e
y

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e
 if th

e
 th

ird

p
a
rty

 w
e
re

 a
n

 "Im
p

a
rtia

l S
p

e
c
ta

to
r", a

p
p

la
u

d
in

g
 o

n
ly

 w
h

a
t d

e
se

rv
e
s

ap
p

lau
se. V

an
ity

 b
eg

in
s o

n
ly

 w
h

en
 w

e d
esire an

d
 seek

 fro
m

 o
th

ers p
raise

th
at w

e d
o

 n
o

t d
eserv

e. T
h

u
s, ev

en
 if th

ere is "a certain
 rem

o
te affin

ity

b
etw

een
 th

em
"

1
9, in

so
far as b

o
th

 in
v

o
lv

e th
e p

resen
ce o

f th
ird

 p
arties, th

e

"lo
v

e o
f tru

e g
lo

ry
" an

d
 v

an
ity

 co
u

ld
 b

e eq
u

ally
 b

ran
d

ed
 as v

ices o
n

ly

th
ro

u
g

h
 rh

eto
rical sleig

h
t-o

f-h
an

d
.

S
m

ith
's b

itin
g

 criticism
 o

f M
an

d
ev

ille is u
n

d
erstan

d
ab

le w
h

en
 w

e recall

th
at S

m
ith

 is h
eir to

 w
h

at h
as b

een
 d

u
b

b
ed

 th
e "sen

tim
en

tal rev
o

lu
tio

n
"

o
ccu

rrin
g

 in
 S

co
tlan

d
 at th

e start o
f th

e 1
8

th
 cen

tu
ry

, in
 reactio

n
 ag

ain
st

th
e "cy

n
ics" o

f th
e 1

7
th

 cen
tu

ry
—

ch
iefly

 H
o

b
b

es. T
h

e "cy
n

ics" h
eld

 th
at

ev
ery

th
in

g
 in

 m
an

, in
clu

d
in

g
 p

ity
, is m

o
tiv

ated
 b

y
 selfish

n
ess. M

an
d

ev
ille

fits rig
h

t in
to

 th
is tra

d
itio

n
. In

 c
o

n
tra

st, th
e
 o

p
tim

istic
 v

ie
w

 o
f h

u
m

a
n

n
a
tu

re
 p

ro
m

u
lg

a
te

d
 b

y
 th

e
 "S

c
o

ttish
 E

n
lig

h
te

n
m

e
n

t" e
m

p
h

a
siz

e
s m

e
n

's

n
a
tu

ra
l d

isp
o

sitio
n

 to
w

a
rd

s c
o

m
p

a
ssio

n
, b

e
n

e
v

o
le

n
c
e
 a

n
d

 p
ity

. F
ra

n
c
is

H
u

tch
eso

n
, S

m
ith

's m
en

to
r at G

lasg
o

w
, tau

g
h

t th
at th

ere is in
 h

u
m

an
ity

a
n

 in
n

a
te

 te
n

d
e
n

c
y

 to
w

a
rd

s "u
n

iv
e
rsa

l b
e
n

e
v

o
le

n
c
e
", a

n
d

 h
is e

th
ic

a
l

sy
ste

m
 

d
e
riv

e
d

 
a
ll 

th
e
 

v
irtu

e
s 

fro
m

 
th

is 
irre

sistib
le

 
p

ro
p

e
n

sity
 

fo
r

co
m

p
assio

n
. S

m
ith

 h
im

self, in
 T

h
e T

h
eo

ry o
f M

o
ra

l S
en

tim
en

ts, d
e
p

ic
ts

th
e m

o
ral an

d
 so

cial w
o

rld
 as restin

g
 o

n
 a sin

g
le p

rin
cip

le: sym
p

a
th

y.

A
t th

is p
o

in
t w

e n
eed

 to
 tak

e tim
e o

u
t. E

v
ery

th
in

g
 th

at I h
av

e said
 u

p
 u

n
til

n
o

w
 is, to

 m
y

 m
in

d
, p

erfectly
 accu

rate. A
n

d
 y

et, if I w
ere to

 sto
p

 h
ere, it

w
o

u
ld

 b
e u

tterly
 in

co
m

p
reh

en
sib

le fro
m

 th
e p

o
in

t o
f v

iew
 o

f th
e h

isto
ry

o
f T

h
o

u
g

h
t a

s it is u
su

a
lly

 w
ritte

n
. Isn

't A
d

a
m

 S
m

ith
 k

n
o

w
n

 a
s th

e

fo
u

n
d

er o
f p

o
litical eco

n
o

m
y

, th
at sy

stem
 in

 w
h

ich
 in

d
iv

id
u

als im
p

elled

b
y

 self-lo
v

e p
u

rsu
e th

eir self-in
terest, co

n
trib

u
tin

g
 to

 th
e co

m
m

o
n

 g
o

o
d

o
n

ly
 

u
n

c
o

n
sc

io
u

sly
 

a
n

d
 

u
n

in
te

n
tio

n
a
lly

, 
a
s 

if 
a
n

 
"in

v
isib

le
 

h
a
n

d
"

a
u

to
m

a
tic

a
lly

 
re

a
liz

e
d

 
c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 

h
a
rm

o
n

y
?
 

A
n

d
 

m
o

st 
o

f 
a
ll, 

isn
't

M
an

d
ev

ille g
en

erally
 p

resen
ted

 as S
m

ith
's far-sig

h
ted

 fo
reru

n
n

er?

T
h

is p
ro

b
lem

, w
h

ich
 G

erm
an

 p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 h

as ch
risten

ed
 "d

a
s A

d
a

m
 S

m
ith

P
ro

b
le

m
", is th

at o
f th

e ap
p

aren
t in

co
n

sisten
cy

 b
etw

een
 T

h
e
 T

h
e
o

ry
 o

f

M
o

ra
l S

e
n

tim
e
n

ts w
ith

 its co
rn

ersto
n

e o
f sy

m
p

ath
y

, an
d

 T
h

e
 W

e
a

lth
 o

f

                                           
1
9 A

d
am

 S
m

ith
, T

h
e T

h
eo

ry o
f M

o
ra

l S
en

tim
en

ts, ed
. D

.D
. R

ap
h

ael an
d

 A
.L

 M
acfie.

(O
x
fo

rd
: O

x
fo

rd
 U

n
iv

 P
ress, 1

9
7
6
) 3

0
8
-3

1
0
.

1
0

N
a

tio
n

s 
w

ith
 its c

e
n

tra
l c

o
n

c
e
p

t o
f se

lf-lo
v

e
. T

h
e
 so

lu
tio

n
 g

e
n

e
ra

lly

ad
m

itted
 to

d
ay

 is to
 p

reserv
e th

e co
n

sisten
cy

 o
f th

e th
eo

ries b
y

 claim
in

g
 a

"sp
e
c
ia

liz
a
tio

n
" 

o
f 

d
o

m
a
in

s 
—

 
in

 
th

e
 

sp
h

e
re

 
o

f 
m

o
ra

l 
se

n
tim

e
n

ts,

sy
m

p
a
th

y
 re

ig
n

s su
p

re
m

e
; in

 th
a
t o

f th
e
 e

c
o

n
o

m
y

, se
lfish

n
e
ss h

a
s th

e

field
 to

 itself
2
0. I h

av
e p

ro
p

o
sed

 a n
ew

 so
lu

tio
n

, w
h

ich
 also

 p
reserv

es th
e

c
o

n
siste

n
c
y

 o
f th

e
 th

e
o

rie
s, b

u
t o

n
 a

 b
a
sis q

u
ite

 d
istin

c
t fro

m
 th

a
t o

f

"sp
ecializatio

n
." I am

 n
o

w
 ab

le to
 fo

rm
u

late th
is so

lu
tio

n
 in

 term
s o

f th
e

"trian
g

u
lar m

o
d

el", as I w
ill try

 to
 d

em
o

n
strate b

riefly
 h

ere.

T
h

e
 first e

rro
r to

 b
e
 ro

o
te

d
 o

u
t is th

a
t o

f c
o

n
fu

sin
g

 sy
m

p
a
th

y
 w

ith

b
en

ev
o

len
ce, an

d
 self-lo

v
e w

ith
 selfish

n
ess, a d

u
al m

isco
n

stru
ctio

n
 th

at

lead
s to

 th
e ju

d
g

m
en

t th
at sy

m
p

ath
y

 an
d

 self-lo
v

e are in
co

m
p

atib
le. N

o
w

,

it is p
o

ssib
le

 to
 sh

o
w

 th
a
t in

 S
m

ith
's te

x
t, se

lf-lo
v

e
 is in

 re
a
lity

 th
e

reflex
iv

e m
o

d
ality

 o
f sy

m
p

ath
y

.

S
y

m
p

ath
y

 is th
e im

p
u

lse th
at cau

ses u
s to

 im
ag

in
e o

u
rselv

es in
 an

o
th

er's

p
lace an

d
 th

ereb
y

 to
 ex

p
erien

ce sen
tim

en
ts in

 acco
rd

 w
ith

 h
is. W

h
en

 th
is

tak
es p

lace, w
e m

o
rally

 ap
p

ro
v

e th
e o

th
er p

erso
n

's co
n

d
u

ct; w
ith

o
u

t it, w
e

d
isap

p
ro

v
e. In

 th
e case o

f an
 acto

r, th
e acco

rd
 h

e p
erceiv

es b
etw

een
 th

e

sp
ectato

r's sen
tim

en
ts an

d
 h

is o
w

n
 is essen

tial; h
e ad

ju
sts h

is co
n

d
u

ct to

m
ax

im
ize it. H

e im
ag

in
es h

im
self in

 th
e p

lace o
f th

e sp
ectato

r im
ag

in
in

g

h
im

se
lf in

 h
is o

w
n

 p
lace. A

n
d

 h
e sy

m
p

ath
izes w

ith
 (ap

p
ro

v
es) h

is o
w

n

co
n

d
u

ct o
n

ly
 in

so
far as h

e p
erceiv

es th
at th

e sp
ectato

r also
 sy

m
p

ath
izes

w
ith

 it (ap
p

ro
v

es it). T
h

e m
ea

n
s o

f reflexivity is th
e g

a
ze o

f th
e sp

ecta
to

r.

S
y

m
p

ath
y

 is in
 th

e en
d

 a fo
rm

 o
f im

itatio
n

 o
r co

n
tag

io
n

 o
f sen

tim
en

ts, b
u

t

co
n

trary
 to

 w
h

at th
e th

eatrical m
etap

h
o

r su
g

g
ests, it is n

o
t th

e sp
ectato

r

w
h

o
 im

itates th
e acto

r, b
u

t th
e a

cto
r w

h
o

 im
ita

tes th
e sp

ecta
to

r.

B
u

t w
h

o
 is th

is sp
ectato

r? L
et's n

o
t fo

rg
et th

at sy
m

p
ath

y
 req

u
ires th

e h
elp

o
f th

e im
ag

in
atio

n
. T

h
e acto

r, n
o

t h
av

in
g

 access to
 th

e real sen
tim

en
ts o

f

th
e
 sp

e
c
ta

to
r, p

u
ts h

im
se

lf in
 th

e
 la

tte
r's p

la
c
e
 v

ia
 h

is im
a
g

in
a
tio

n
. It

m
atters little, th

en
, w

h
eth

er th
e sp

ectato
r is actu

ally
 p

resen
t. W

h
en

 th
e

sp
ectato

r's p
o

sitio
n

 is em
p

ty
, th

e acto
r o

ccu
p

ies it b
y

 an
 im

ag
in

ary
 d

u
ality

—
 h

e
 o

b
se

rv
e
s h

im
se

lf a
s w

o
u

ld
 a

n
 "im

p
a
rtia

l" sp
e
c
ta

to
r. T

h
is is th

e

co
n

scien
ce, w

h
ich

 S
m

ith
 also

 calls "th
e m

an
 w

ith
in

." In
 th

is co
n

tex
t, self-

lo
v

e is a v
irtu

o
u

s p
assio

n
, in

 n
o

 w
ay

 to
 b

e co
n

fu
sed

 w
ith

 selfish
n

ess. W
e

lo
v

e
 o

u
rse

lv
e
s o

n
ly

 to
 th

e
 e

x
te

n
t th

a
t th

e
 "T

h
ird

 p
a
rty

" (th
e
 im

p
a
rtia

l

sp
ectato

r) lo
v

es u
s, o

r, to
 th

e ex
ten

t th
at w

e can
 sy

m
p

ath
ize w

ith
 th

e fact

th
at "h

e" sy
m

p
ath

izes w
ith

 u
s. S

elf-lo
v

e th
en

 assu
m

es th
e fo

rm
 o

f a sto
ic

v
irtu

e, o
f self-co

m
m

an
d

, o
f co

n
tro

llin
g

 o
n

e's p
assio

n
s in

 su
ch

 a w
ay

 as to

w
in

 th
e sy

m
p

ath
y

 o
f th

e "m
an

 w
ith

in
."

                                           
2
0 C

f., fo
r ex

am
p
le, L

o
u
is D

u
m

o
n
t, H

o
m

o
 A

eq
u
a
lis. (P

aris: G
allim

ard
, 1

9
7
7
) 8

3
.



1
1

T
h

is is th
e h

eart o
f th

e criticism
 th

at S
m

ith
 ad

d
resses to

 M
an

d
ev

ille—
 th

e

p
resen

ce o
f th

e T
h

ird
 P

arty
 o

r M
ed

iato
r is n

o
t su

fficien
t to

 tu
rn

 v
irtu

e in
to

a v
ice. A

n
d

 y
et, th

is is th
e p

o
in

t at w
h

ich
 h

is sy
stem

 self-d
eco

n
stru

cts.

F
o

r su
p

p
o

se th
at in

stead
 o

f th
e "m

an
 w

ith
in

," th
ere w

ere a "m
an

 w
ith

o
u

t,"

a
 fle

sh
-a

n
d

 b
lo

o
d

 sp
e
c
ta

to
r, a

n
d

 th
a
t th

e
 a

c
to

r w
e
re

 m
o

re
 d

e
siro

u
s o

f

b
ein

g
 p

raised
 an

d
 ad

m
ired

 th
an

 o
f d

e
se

rv
in

g
 p

raise an
d

 ad
m

iratio
n

. T
h

e

acto
r w

o
u

ld
 k

n
o

w
 th

at th
ere are m

o
re ex

p
ed

itio
u

s w
ay

s o
f w

in
n

in
g

 p
raise.

S
elf-lo

v
e h

ere tak
es th

e fo
rm

 o
f self-in

terest, o
f th

e eco
n

o
m

ic m
o

tiv
e, th

e

d
esire to

 im
p

ro
v

e o
n

e's m
aterial co

n
d

itio
n

, to
 in

crease o
n

e's w
ealth

. N
o

t

b
e
c
a
u

se
 

th
e
 

ric
h

e
s 

a
c
q

u
ire

d
 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e
 

in
 

th
e
m

se
lv

e
s 

a
 

so
u

rc
e
 

o
f

sa
tisfa

c
tio

n
 —

a
s a

 g
o

o
d

 S
c
o

t, S
m

ith
 h

a
s n

o
 w

o
rd

s h
a
rsh

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 to

e
x

p
re

ss h
is sc

o
rn

 fo
r th

is n
o

tio
n

 —
 b

u
t b

e
c
a
u

se
 th

e
y

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 th

e

p
ro

p
erty

 o
f attractin

g
 to

 th
eir p

o
ssesso

r th
e sy

m
p

ath
y

 o
f th

o
se w

h
o

 lack

th
em

. T
h

ese p
eo

p
le m

istak
en

ly
 attrib

u
te v

irtu
es to

 w
ealth

 th
at it d

o
es n

o
t

h
av

e. B
u

t it is b
ecau

se th
ey

 are m
istak

en
, an

d
 b

ecau
se th

ey
 co

v
et it, th

at

in
 th

e
 e

n
d

 th
e
y

 a
re

 n
o

t m
ista

k
e
n

. W
e
a
lth

 in
d

e
e
d

 h
a
s th

e
 v

irtu
e
s w

ith

w
h

ich
 it is cred

ited
, b

u
t o

n
ly

 b
ecau

se it h
a

s b
een

 cred
ited

 w
ith

 th
em

. It is

th
is 

fo
o

l's 
g

a
m

e
, 

a
 
g

ia
n

t 
v

a
ria

tio
n

 
o

n
 
th

e
 
th

e
m

e
 
o

f 
sy

m
p

a
th

y
, 

th
a
t

g
en

erates th
e W

ealth
 o

f N
atio

n
s an

d
 w

h
at w

e call th
e eco

n
o

m
y

 —
 b

u
t n

o
t

w
ith

o
u

t cau
sin

g
 g

rav
e h

arm
 to

 m
o

rality
.

T
h

is last p
o

in
t h

au
n

ted
 S

m
ith

 all h
is life, lead

in
g

 h
im

 to
 in

clu
d

e, in
 th

e

last ed
itio

n
 o

f T
h

e
 T

h
e
o

ry
 o

f M
o

ra
l S

e
n

tim
e
n

ts, ju
st b

efo
re h

is d
eath

, a

n
e
w

 
c
h

a
p

te
r 

sig
n

ific
a
n

tly
 
e
n

title
d

 
"O

f 
th

e
 
c
o

rru
p

tio
n

 
o

f 
o

u
r 

m
o

ra
l

sen
tim

en
ts, w

h
ich

 is o
ccasio

n
ed

 b
y

 th
is d

isp
o

sitio
n

 to
 ad

m
ire th

e rich
 an

d

th
e g

reat, an
d

 to
 d

esp
ise o

r n
eg

lect p
erso

n
s o

f p
o

o
r an

d
 m

ean
 co

n
d

itio
n

."

T
h

ro
u

g
h

 a d
etailed

 tex
tu

al an
aly

sis, I h
av

e sh
o

w
n

 h
o

w
 S

m
ith

 en
d

ed
 u

p
,

d
e
sp

ite
 

h
im

se
lf, 

w
ith

 
a
 

sy
ste

m
 

w
h

ic
h

 
is 

e
sse

n
tia

lly
 

th
e
 

sa
m

e
 

a
s

M
an

d
ev

ille's: a m
ix

tu
re o

f self-lo
v

e an
d

 en
v

y
 p

ro
d

u
ces p

u
b

lic p
ro

sp
erity

.

H
o

w
 is th

is p
o

ssib
le

 —
 h

o
w

 c
a
n

 sy
m

p
a
th

y
, w

h
ic

h
 jo

in
s se

n
tim

e
n

ts

to
g

e
th

e
r, e

n
g

e
n

d
e
r e

n
v

y
, w

h
ic

h
 im

p
lie

s se
n

tim
e
n

ts in
 c

o
n

flic
t?

 Q
u

ite

e
a
sily

, 
th

ro
u

g
h

 
th

e
 
fo

llo
w

in
g

 
m

e
c
h

a
n

ism
. 

S
e
lf-lo

v
e
, 

a
s 

w
e
 
sa

w
, 

is

re
fle

x
iv

e
 sy

m
p

a
th

y
, tu

rn
e
d

 b
a
c
k

 u
p

o
n

 itse
lf. A

p
p

lie
d

 to
 re

la
tio

n
s w

ith

"o
b

je
c
ts," th

is p
rin

c
ip

le
 g

iv
e
s u

s: "I o
n

ly
 ju

d
g

e
 a

n
 o

b
je

c
t 'd

e
sira

b
le

'

in
so

far as th
e th

ird
 p

arty
 (th

e m
an

 w
ith

o
u

t) ju
d

g
es it so

; in
 o

rd
er to

 d
esire

th
is o

b
ject, I n

eed
 to

 d
isp

lay
 it to

 attract th
e d

esire o
f o

th
ers." I su

cceed

th
ereb

y
 in

 g
arn

erin
g

 th
e sy

m
p

ath
y

 o
f m

y
 sp

ectato
rs (an

d
 in

 feed
in

g
 m

y

se
lf-lo

v
e
) b

u
t th

is sy
m

p
a
th

y
 c

a
n

n
o

t b
e
 d

istin
g

u
ish

e
d

 fro
m

 its o
p

p
o

site
:

en
v

y
.

1
2

L
e
t m

e
 su

m
 u

p
. In

 th
e
 sp

h
e
re

 o
f m

o
ra

l se
n

tim
e
n

ts, sy
m

p
a
th

y
 is th

e

fu
n

d
am

en
tal p

rin
cip

le. E
n

v
y

, its n
eg

atio
n

, is b
o

rn
 o

u
t o

f a d
ev

iatio
n

 o
f

th
is g

e
n

e
ra

l p
rin

c
ip

le
, w

h
e
n

 th
e
 a

tte
n

tio
n

 d
ire

c
te

d
 to

 th
ird

 p
a
rtie

s g
o

e
s

b
ey

o
n

d
 its p

ro
p

er b
o

u
n

d
s (th

is is th
e criticism

 ad
d

ressed
 to

 M
an

d
ev

ille).

In
 th

e d
ev

alu
ed

 sp
h

ere w
h

ere th
e m

o
ral sen

tim
en

ts are co
rru

p
ted

 an
d

 th
e

eco
n

o
m

ic m
o

tiv
e em

erg
es, th

e h
ierarch

y
 is rev

ersed
 an

d
 en

v
y

 b
eco

m
es

th
e
 

d
o

m
in

a
n

t 
p

rin
c
ip

le
. 

B
u

t 
th

is 
e
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 
sp

h
e
re

, 
re

le
g

a
te

d
 

to
 

a

se
c
o

n
d

a
ry

 le
v

e
l, is n

o
t a

 sp
e
c
ia

liz
e
d

 z
o

n
e
 w

h
e
re

 g
e
n

e
ra

l p
rin

c
ip

le
s n

o

lo
n

g
er h

o
ld

; it to
o

 is g
o

v
ern

ed
 b

y
 th

e p
rin

cip
le o

f sy
m

p
ath

y
. W

h
at w

e are

d
e
a
lin

g
 w

ith
, th

e
n

, is in
d

e
e
d

 th
e
 re

v
e
rsa

l o
f a

 h
ie

ra
rc

h
ic

a
l o

p
p

o
sitio

n

w
ith

in
 itse

lf. T
h

a
t is th

e
 v

e
ry

 fig
u

re
 th

a
t F

ra
n

c
isc

o
 V

a
re

la
 a

n
d

 I h
a
v

e

d
isclo

sed
 as th

e o
n

e th
at ch

aracterizes an
 "au

to
p

o
ietic"

2
1 sy

stem
.

3
. H

A
Y

E
K

 A
N

D
 K

E
Y

N
E

S
 O

N
 T

H
E

 L
O

G
IC

 O
F

 IM
IT

A
T

IO
N

3
.1

. W
h

y
 th

e M
in

d
 is n

o
t in

 th
e H

ea
d

2
2

I w
ill n

o
w

 c
o

n
c
e
n

tra
te

 o
n

 H
a
y

e
k

's n
o

tio
n

 o
f im

ita
tio

n
 w

h
ic

h
, lik

e
 th

e

co
n

cep
t o

f sp
o

n
tan

eo
u

s so
cial o

rd
er, lin

k
s h

im
 to

 th
e g

reat trad
itio

n
 o

f th
e

S
c
o

ttish
 E

n
lig

h
te

n
m

e
n

t, th
e
 fe

rtile
 so

il fro
m

 w
h

ic
h

 p
o

litic
a
l e

c
o

n
o

m
y

d
e
v

e
lo

p
e
d

. I p
ro

p
o

se
 to

 c
o

m
p

a
re

 H
a
y

e
k

 a
n

d
 h

is c
e
le

b
ra

te
d

 a
d

v
e
rsa

ry
,

K
e
y

n
e
s, o

n
 th

is q
u

e
stio

n
 o

f im
ita

tio
n

. It is w
e
ll k

n
o

w
n

 th
a
t th

e
 tw

o

eco
n

o
m

ists w
ere o

n
 o

p
p

o
site sid

es o
f th

e eco
n

o
m

ic p
o

licy
 d

eb
ate o

f th
e

th
irtie

s 
o

v
e
r 

th
e
 

re
sp

e
c
tiv

e
 

ro
le

s 
o

f 
m

a
rk

e
t 

d
y

n
a
m

ic
s 

a
n

d
 

sta
te

in
terv

en
tio

n
 in

 th
e o

ccu
rren

ce o
f d

iseq
u

ilib
ria. N

ev
er to

 m
y

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e

h
a
s it o

c
c
u

rre
d

 to
 a

n
y

o
n

e
 to

 c
o

m
p

a
re

 th
e
ir c

o
n

c
e
p

tio
n

s o
f th

e
 ro

le
 o

f

im
ita

tio
n

 in
 m

a
rk

e
t fu

n
c
tio

n
in

g
. It is n

o
t h

a
rd

 to
 u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

 w
h

y
 n

o
t.

H
ay

ek
 h

im
self b

ecam
e aw

are o
f its im

p
o

rtan
ce o

n
ly

 g
rad

u
ally

, b
rin

g
in

g
 it

to
 th

e fo
re in

 h
is fin

al b
o

o
k

. A
s fo

r K
ey

n
es, h

is rem
ark

s o
n

 th
e relatio

n
s

b
e
tw

e
e
n

 im
ita

tio
n

 a
n

d
 ra

tio
n

a
lity

 a
re

 fo
u

n
d

 in
 h

is th
e
o

ry
 o

f fin
a
n

c
ia

l

sp
ecu

latio
n

, a ch
ap

ter o
f th

e G
e
n

e
ra

l T
h

e
o

ry
 th

at u
n

til recen
tly

 w
as n

o
t

tak
en

 serio
u

sly
. T

h
e p

ast sev
eral y

ears, h
o

w
ev

er, h
av

e seen
 an

 im
p

ressiv
e

b
lo

sso
m

in
g

 
o

f 
stu

d
ie

s 
m

o
re

 
o

r 
le

ss 
d

ire
c
tly

 
in

sp
ire

d
 

b
y

 
K

e
y

n
e
s's

in
tu

itio
n

s. 
T

h
e
 
w

o
rk

 
o

f 
th

e
 
F

re
n

c
h

 
“
In

te
rsu

b
je

c
tiv

ist”
 
S

c
h

o
o

l 
h

a
s 

a

p
ro

m
in

en
t p

lace in
 th

is tren
d

, an
d

 I w
ill refer in

 p
articu

lar to
 th

e research

o
f A

n
d

ré O
rléan

.

                                           
2
1 O

n
e sh

o
u
ld

 read
 h

ere "au
to

n
o
m

o
u
s". S

ee co
m

m
en

t ab
o
v
e.

2
2 T

h
e title o

f th
is sectio

n
 is a trib

u
te to

 th
e as y

et u
n

p
u

b
lish

ed
 p

o
sth

u
m

o
u

s b
o

o
k

 o
f

F
ra

n
c
isc

o
 
V

a
re

la
, 

w
ritte

n
 
in

 
c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tio
n

 
w

ith
 
E

v
a
n

 
T

h
o

m
p

so
n

, 
th

a
t 

w
ill 

(in

p
rin

cip
le) b

ear th
is title.



1
3

L
et m

e first o
f all recall th

e p
ro

m
in

en
t ro

le H
ay

ek
 g

av
e im

itatio
n

 in
 h

is

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f m
in

d
, esp

ecially
 in

 h
is last b

o
o

k
, T

h
e F

a
ta

l C
o

n
ceit 2

3. T
h

e

m
in

d
 is m

a
d

e
 u

p
 o

f a
b

stra
c
t sc

h
e
m

a
ta

 w
h

ic
h

 a
re

 a
 k

in
d

 o
f "h

a
b

itu
s",

d
isp

o
sitio

n
s to

 th
in

k
 an

d
 to

 act in
 acco

rd
an

ce w
ith

 ru
les. T

h
ese sch

em
ata

c
o

n
stitu

te
 

a
n

 
"a

 
p

rio
ri" 

(H
a
y

e
k

 
re

a
d

ily
 

a
c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
s 

h
is 

K
a
n

tia
n

h
eritag

e) b
u

t th
is a

 p
rio

ri is n
o

t tran
scen

d
en

tal, n
o

r is it in
n

ate o
r g

en
etic.

"W
h

at w
e call m

in
d

," H
ay

ek
 w

rites, "is n
o

t so
m

eth
in

g
 th

at th
e in

d
iv

id
u

al

is b
o

rn
 w

ith
, a

s h
e
 is b

o
rn

 w
ith

 h
is b

ra
in

, o
r so

m
e
th

in
g

 th
a
t th

e
 b

ra
in

p
ro

d
u

c
e
s, b

u
t so

m
e
th

in
g

 th
a
t h

is g
e
n

e
tic

 e
q

u
ip

m
e
n

t (e
.g

. a
 b

ra
in

 o
f a

certain
 size an

d
 stru

ctu
re) h

elp
s h

im
 to

 acq
u

ire, as h
e g

ro
w

s u
p

, fro
m

 h
is

fam
ily

 an
d

 ad
u

lt fello
w

s b
y

 ab
so

rb
in

g
 th

e resu
lts o

f a trad
itio

n
 th

at is n
o

t

g
en

etically
 tran

sm
itted

."
2
4 T

h
is a

b
so

rp
tio

n
 th

a
t co

n
stitu

tes lea
rn

in
g

 ta
kes

p
la

c
e
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

im
ita

tio
n

. O
f th

e
 a

b
ility

 to
 le

a
rn

 b
y

 im
ita

tio
n

, H
a
y

e
k

o
b

serv
es th

at it is "p
erh

ap
s th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t cap
acity

 w
ith

 w
h

ich
 th

e

h
u

m
a
n

 in
d

iv
id

u
a
l is g

e
n

e
tic

a
lly

 e
n

d
o

w
e
d

, b
e
y

o
n

d
 in

n
a
te

 re
sp

o
n

se
s."

2
5

T
h

e h
isto

ry
 o

f civ
ilizatio

n
 is p

recisely
 th

at o
f th

e tran
scen

d
en

ce o
f in

n
ate

resp
o

n
ses b

y
 cu

ltu
res an

d
 trad

itio
n

s, w
h

ich
 im

p
reg

n
ate th

e m
in

d
 th

an
k

s to

th
e facu

lty
 o

f im
itatio

n
.

T
h

e
 so

c
io

b
io

lo
g

ists' e
rro

r is to
 th

in
k

 th
a
t th

e
 a

b
stra

c
t sc

h
e
m

a
ta

 w
h

ic
h

co
n

stitu
te th

e m
in

d
 are tran

sm
itted

 b
y

 th
e g

en
es. T

h
e o

p
p

o
site erro

r--th
e

o
n

e H
ay

ek
 calls th

e "fatal co
n

ceit"--is to
 b

eliev
e th

at th
ey

 resu
lt fro

m
 th

e

ex
ercise o

f reaso
n

. H
ay

ek
's en

tire œ
u

vre is b
ased

 o
n

 th
e reco

g
n

itio
n

 o
f th

e

in
su

rm
o

u
n

ta
b

le
 

lim
its 

o
f 

h
u

m
a
n

 
re

a
so

n
. 

T
h

e
 

d
e
n

u
n

c
ia

tio
n

 
o

f

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

ical d
o

ctrin
es th

at ig
n

o
re th

ese lim
its retu

rn
s lik

e a le
itm

o
tiv

.

H
a
y

e
k

 
is 

lo
c
a
te

d
 

sq
u

a
re

ly
 

w
ith

in
 

th
e
 

tra
d

itio
n

 
o

f 
th

e
 

S
c
o

ttish

E
n

lig
h

te
n

m
e
n

t: "sy
m

p
a
th

y
," c

o
n

ta
g

io
n

, im
ita

tio
n

 c
o

m
e
 b

e
fo

re
 re

a
so

n
.

T
h

e
 F

re
n

c
h

 tra
d

itio
n

, a
t le

a
st th

e
 o

n
e
 th

a
t ru

n
s fro

m
 D

e
sc

a
rte

s to
 th

e

S
a
in

t-S
im

o
n

ism
 

o
f 

th
e
 

E
c
o

le
 

P
o

ly
te

c
h

n
iq

u
e
, 

is 
u

n
c
e
re

m
o

n
io

u
sly

sk
e
w

e
re

d
 u

n
d

e
r th

e
 ru

b
ric

 o
f "c

o
n

stru
c
tiv

ist ra
tio

n
a
lism

." T
h

e
 la

tte
r's

erro
r is essen

tially
 o

f an
 ep

istem
o

lo
g

ical n
atu

re. T
h

is lead
s u

s to
 H

ay
ek

's

th
eo

ry
 o

f k
n

o
w

led
g

e.

H
u

m
an

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e is at o
n

ce fu
n

d
am

en
tally

 p
ractical an

d
 fu

n
d

am
en

tally

a
b

stra
c
t. T

h
a
t is b

e
c
a
u

se
 it is e

m
b

o
d

ie
d

 in
 th

e
 a

b
stra

c
t sc

h
e
m

a
ta

 th
a
t

co
m

p
o

se th
e m

in
d

 an
d

 m
an

ifests itself th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e ru
les th

at g
u

id
e o

u
r

actio
n

s, q
u

ite o
ften

 w
ith

o
u

t o
u

r realizin
g

 it. It is a k
n

o
w

led
g

e m
ad

e u
p

 o
f

sa
v
o

ir-fa
ire

, o
f "k

n
o

w
-h

o
w

," as o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 a p
ro

p
o

sitio
n

al k
n

o
w

led
g

e,

                                           
2
3 F

ried
rich

 H
ay

ek
, T

h
e F

a
ta

l C
o
n
ceit, T

h
e E

rro
rs o

f S
o
cia

lism
, U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f C
h
icag

o

P
ress, 1

9
8
8
.

2
4 F

a
ta

l C
o
n
ceit, o

p
. cit., p

. 2
2
.

2
5 Ib

id
., p

. 2
1
.

1
4

o
n

e w
h

ich
 "k

n
o

w
s th

at," to
 em

p
lo

y
 G

ilb
ert R

y
le's classic d

istin
ctio

n
. O

r,

to
 cite tw

o
 o

th
er th

in
k

ers w
ritin

g
 in

 th
e sam

e sp
irit, it is "tacit" k

n
o

w
led

g
e

in
 

M
ic

h
a
e
l 

P
o

la
n

y
i's 

se
n

se
, 

"tra
d

itio
n

a
l" 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
 

in
 

M
ic

h
a
e
l

O
ak

esh
o

tt's sen
se. In

 o
rd

er to
 fu

n
ctio

n
 in

 th
e p

h
y

sical an
d

 so
cial w

o
rld

,

w
e n

eed
 to

 ad
ap

t to
 a m

ass o
f sin

g
u

lar facts w
h

ich
 it is u

tterly
 im

p
o

ssib
le

fo
r u

s to
 g

rasp
 in

 th
eir to

tality
 an

d
 th

eir in
terrelatio

n
s. A

s a p
arad

o
x

 th
at

is m
erely

 ap
p

aren
t w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e it, o

n
ly

 o
u

r cap
acity

 to
 act in

 acco
rd

an
ce

w
ith

 ab
stract ru

les o
f w

h
ich

 w
e h

av
e n

o
 "k

n
o

w
led

g
e," in

 th
e sen

se th
at

w
e co

u
ld

 n
o

t p
ro

d
u

ce a th
eo

ry
 o

f th
em

, g
iv

es u
s th

e ab
ility

 to
 acco

m
p

lish

th
is n

ecessary
 feat. If, ev

ery
 tim

e w
e acted

 in
 th

e w
o

rld
, w

e h
ad

 to
 reaso

n

in
 th

e
 m

a
n

n
e
r th

e
 "c

o
n

stru
c
tiv

ist ra
tio

n
a
lists" re

q
u

ire
, p

ro
c
e
e
d

in
g

 fro
m

clear an
d

 d
istin

ct p
rem

ises in
 sy

llo
g

istic fash
io

n
, w

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e u

n
ab

le to

fu
n

c
tio

n
 u

n
le

ss w
e
 w

e
re

 g
o

d
s e

n
d

o
w

e
d

 w
ith

 th
e
 g

ift o
f o

m
n

isc
ie

n
c
e
.

W
h

a
t sa

v
e
s u

s is o
u

r c
a
p

a
c
ity

 to
 im

ita
te

. T
h

a
t is w

h
a
t p

e
rm

its u
s to

"ab
so

rb
" th

e ru
les o

f th
e "trad

itio
n

" to
 w

h
ich

 w
e b

elo
n

g
. A

n
d

 th
ese ru

les,

th
e fru

it o
f co

llectiv
e ex

p
erien

ce, co
n

stitu
te a b

o
d

y
 o

f k
n

o
w

led
g

e th
at is

at o
u

r d
isp

o
sal ev

en
 th

o
u

g
h

 w
e are u

n
ab

le to
 ren

d
er it ex

p
licit.

"T
a
c
it" 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
 

tru
ly

 
is 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
, 

b
u

t 
o

f 
a
 

k
in

d
 

th
a
t 

is 
"n

o
t

co
n

scio
u

s." W
e k

n
o

w
 th

e ru
les th

at co
n

stitu
te o

u
r m

in
d

 in
asm

u
ch

 as w
e

are ab
le to

 reco
g

n
ize th

em
. T

h
e reco

g
n

itio
n

 in
 q

u
estio

n
 is an

alo
g

o
u

s to

w
h

at in
 artificial in

tellig
en

ce is called
 "p

attern
 reco

g
n

itio
n

." E
v

ery
 h

u
m

an

b
e
in

g
 
h

a
s, 

fo
r 

e
x

a
m

p
le

, 
a
 
lin

g
u

istic
 
c
o

m
p

e
te

n
c
y

 
th

a
t 

a
llo

w
s 

h
im

 
to

a
rtic

u
la

te
 a

 p
o

te
n

tia
lly

 in
fin

ite
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f w
e
ll-fo

rm
e
d

 se
n

te
n

c
e
s. H

e

im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
 

re
c
o

g
n

iz
e
s 

a
n

y
 

m
ista

k
e
 

in
 

sy
n

ta
x

. 
B

u
t, 

e
v

e
n

 
if 

h
e
 

is

C
h

o
m

sk
y

, h
e
 w

ill o
fte

n
 b

e
 a

t a
 lo

ss to
 p

re
se

n
t th

e
 m

o
tiv

a
tio

n
 fo

r h
is

ju
d

g
m

e
n

t in
 th

e
 fo

rm
 o

f d
e
d

u
c
tiv

e
 re

a
so

n
in

g
. T

h
is ty

p
e
 o

f k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

m
ay

 b
e called

 u
n

co
n

scio
u

s b
ecau

se it is in
co

rp
o

rated
 in

 th
e m

in
d

 an
d

 n
o

t

p
ro

d
u

c
e
d

 b
y

 it. "T
h

e
 m

in
d

 d
o

e
s n

o
t so

 m
u

c
h

 m
a
k

e
 ru

le
s a

s c
o

n
sist o

f

ru
les o

f actio
n

," w
rites H

ay
ek

; an
d

 ag
ain

: "w
e can

 m
ak

e u
se o

f so
 m

u
ch

ex
p

erien
ce, n

o
t b

ecau
se w

e p
o

ssess th
at ex

p
erien

ce, b
u

t b
ecau

se, w
ith

o
u

t

o
u

r k
n

o
w

in
g

 it, it h
a
s b

e
c
o

m
e
 in

c
o

rp
o

ra
te

d
 in

 th
e
 sc

h
e
m

a
ta

 o
f th

o
u

g
h

t

w
h

ic
h

 g
u

id
e
 u

s."
2
6 

T
h

e
 
sy

ste
m

 
o

f 
ru

le
s 

th
a
t 

c
o

n
stitu

te
s 

th
e
 
m

in
d

 
is

u
n

co
n

scio
u

s, n
o

t b
ecau

se it is lo
cated

 at to
o

 lo
w

 a lev
el, lik

e th
e F

reu
d

ian

u
n

c
o

n
sc

io
u

s, 
b

u
t 

b
e
c
a
u

se
 

it 
is 

lo
c
a
te

d
 

a
t 

to
o

 
h

ig
h

 
a
 

le
v

e
l 

fo
r

c
o

n
sc

io
u

sn
e
ss 

to
 

a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 

it: 
"
[S

]u
c
h

 
p

ro
c
e
sse

s 
[a

re
] 

n
o

t

‘su
b

co
n

scio
u

s’, b
u

t ‘su
p

erco
n

scio
u

s’, b
ecau

se th
ey

 g
o

v
ern

 th
e co

n
scio

u
s

p
ro

cesses w
ith

o
u

t ap
p

earin
g

 in
 th

em
."

2
7

                                           
2
6 L

a
w

, L
eg

isla
tio

n
 a

n
d

 L
ib

erty, v
o

l. 1
, R

u
les a

n
d

 O
rd

er, L
o

n
d

o
n

, R
o

u
tled

g
e &

 K
eg

an

P
au

l, 1
9
7
3
, p

p
. 1

8
 an

d
 3

0
-3

1
.

2
7 In

 A
. K

o
estler an

d
 J.R

. S
m

y
th

ies (ed
s.), B

eyo
n

d
 R

ed
u

ctio
n

ism
, L

o
n

d
o

n
, H

u
tch

in
so

n
,

1
9
6
9
, p

. 3
1
9
. E

lsew
h
ere H

ay
ek

 sp
eak

s o
f "m

eta-co
n
scio

u
s m

ech
an

ism
s."



1
5

T
h

e
 "fa

ta
l" e

rro
r o

f ra
tio

n
a
list c

o
n

stru
c
tiv

ism
 is to

 b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t re

a
so

n
,

c
o

n
sc

io
u

s a
n

d
 d

e
lib

e
ra

te
, c

a
n

 g
o

v
e
rn

 th
e
 m

e
n

ta
l a

n
d

 p
sy

c
h

ic
 life

. T
h

e

o
p

p
o

site is tru
e: lik

e ev
ery

th
in

g
 th

at m
ak

es u
p

 th
e life o

f th
e m

in
d

, reaso
n

is 
itse

lf 
g

o
v

e
rn

e
d

 
b

y
 
th

e
 
a
b

stra
c
t 

sc
h

e
m

a
ta

 
th

a
t 

c
o

m
p

o
se

 
th

e
 
la

tte
r.

R
easo

n
, th

e w
o

rld
 o

f o
u

r id
eas in

 g
en

eral, d
o

es n
o

 m
o

re th
an

 "su
p

erv
en

e"

th
e w

o
rld

 o
f th

e m
in

d
, to

 u
se a k

ey
 n

o
tio

n
 fro

m
 an

aly
tic p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 o
f

m
in

d
. H

o
w

 p
resu

m
p

tu
o

u
s to

 im
ag

in
e th

at it co
u

ld
 reco

n
stru

ct th
e m

in
d

 as

it w
ish

es o
r ev

en
 su

b
stitu

te itself fo
r it! T

h
e m

in
d

 is irrem
ed

iab
ly

 o
p

aq
u

e

to
 itself; it can

n
o

t g
o

 o
u

tsid
e itself to

 co
n

tem
p

late itself as a w
h

o
le an

d
 to

th
eo

rize its o
w

n
 fu

n
ctio

n
in

g
. H

ay
ek

 so
m

etim
es em

p
lo

y
s arg

u
m

en
ts o

f th
e

G
ö

d
e
lia

n
 o

r C
a
n

to
ria

n
 ty

p
e
 to

 su
g

g
e
st th

a
t th

is im
p

o
ssib

ility
, b

e
in

g

lo
g

ical in
 n

atu
re, is in

su
rm

o
u

n
tab

le.

T
o

 c
o

n
c
lu

d
e
 th

e
 d

isc
u

ssio
n

 o
f H

a
y

e
k

's p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f m
in

d
, w

e
 m

u
st

u
n

d
ersco

re th
e p

ro
d

ig
io

u
s efficien

cy
 o

f th
e facu

lty
 o

f im
itatio

n
 w

h
en

 it

c
o

m
e
s to

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 u

tiliz
a
tio

n
. N

e
ith

e
r in

stin
c
tu

a
l

p
ro

g
ram

m
in

g
 n

o
r th

e ex
ercise o

f reaso
n

 co
u

ld
 eq

u
al it. It h

as th
e p

o
w

er to

en
d

o
w

 in
d

iv
id

u
als w

ith
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e w

h
ich

 n
ev

erth
eless tran

scen
d

s th
em

b
y

 v
irtu

e o
f b

ein
g

 in
co

rp
o

rated
 in

 a trad
itio

n
 an

d
 b

y
 b

ein
g

 im
p

o
ssib

le fo
r

a
n

y
 
in

d
iv

id
u

a
l 

c
o

n
sc

io
u

sn
e
ss 

to
 
re

c
a
p

itu
la

te
. 

"B
e
tw

e
e
n

 
in

stin
c
t 

a
n

d

reaso
n

": th
at is w

h
ere o

n
e fin

d
s trad

itio
n

, ab
so

rb
ed

 b
y

 im
itatio

n
; th

at is

also
 w

h
ere o

n
e fin

d
s th

e k
ey

 to
 H

ay
ek

's so
cial p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

. 2
8

3
.2

. 
T

h
e
 

r
a

d
ic

a
l 

a
m

b
iv

a
le

n
c
e
 

o
f 

im
ita

tio
n

: 
R

a
tio

n
a

lity
 

a
n

d

M
y

th
o

p
o

iesis

W
h

at seem
s to

 b
e a fu

n
d

am
en

tal co
n

trad
ictio

n
 sh

o
u

ld
 strik

e an
y

 read
er o

f

H
ay

ek
 fro

m
 th

e o
u

tset. A
ll th

ro
u

g
h

 h
is w

ritin
g

s, th
e A

u
strian

 eco
n

o
m

ist

m
a
rv

e
ls a

t th
a
t w

o
n

d
e
r o

f so
c
ia

l se
lf-re

g
u

la
tio

n
 th

a
t is th

e
 m

a
rk

e
t. It

au
to

m
atically

 fin
d

s th
e p

ath
 o

f its eq
u

ilib
riu

m
, an

d
 th

is eq
u

ilib
riu

m
 is an

e
ffic

ie
n

t 
so

c
ia

l 
sta

te
. 

W
h

a
t 

g
iv

e
s 

th
e
 

m
a
rk

e
t 

its 
c
a
p

a
c
ity

 
fo

r 
se

lf-

o
rg

an
izatio

n
? T

h
e an

sw
er lies in

 th
e n

eg
ativ

e feed
b

ack
 m

ech
an

ism
s th

at

au
to

m
atically

 g
o

 in
to

 p
lay

 as so
o

n
 as an

 ag
en

t d
ep

arts fro
m

 eq
u

ilib
riu

m

b
eh

av
io

r. T
h

e p
en

alty
 th

at h
e in

cu
rs (fallin

g
 rev

en
u

es, b
an

k
ru

p
tcy

, etc.)

o
b

lig
e
s h

im
 e

ith
e
r to

 q
u

it th
e
 "c

a
ta

lla
c
tic

" g
a
m

e
 o

r to
 re

sp
e
c
t its ru

le
s.

H
a
y

e
k

 b
a
se

s h
im

se
lf p

re
c
ise

ly
 o

n
 th

e
 n

e
e
d

 to
 le

a
v

e
 th

e
se

 m
e
c
h

a
n

ism
s

fre
e
d

o
m

 o
f a

c
tio

n
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 tu
rn

 b
a
c
k

 a
g

a
in

st th
e
 p

a
rtisa

n
s o

f so
c
ia

l

ju
stice th

e accu
satio

n
 o

f co
n

serv
atism

 o
ften

 m
ad

e ag
ain

st h
im

. T
h

e S
tate

w
h

ich
 in

ten
d

s, in
 th

e n
am

e o
f th

is id
eal, to

 o
p

p
o

se th
e san

ctio
n

s o
f th

e

m
ark

et b
y

 n
ib

b
lin

g
 aw

ay
 at su

ccesses an
d

 co
m

p
en

satin
g

 failu
res, freezes

                                           
2
8 H

ay
ek

, T
h
e F

a
ta

l C
o
n
ceit, o

p
. cit., p

. 2
3
.

1
6

accu
m

u
latio

n
s o

f w
ealth

 an
d

 stab
ilizes d

ifferen
ces in

 in
co

m
e at th

e sam
e

tim
e th

at it d
erails th

e eco
n

o
m

ic en
g

in
e.

S
im

u
ltan

eo
u

sly
, as w

e saw
, H

ay
ek

 em
p

h
asizes th

e ro
le o

f im
itatio

n
 in

 h
is

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f m
in

d
. N

o
w

, it is w
e
ll k

n
o

w
n

 th
a
t im

ita
tio

n
 is e

m
in

e
n

tly

p
ro

d
u

ctiv
e o

f p
o

sitiv
e
 feed

b
ack

, a m
ajo

r so
u

rce o
f d

y
n

am
ic in

stab
ility

.

T
h

e v
ast m

ajo
rity

 o
f m

ark
et th

eo
rists are o

b
liv

io
u

s to
 im

itatio
n

. T
h

ere are

p
ro

fo
u

n
d

 reaso
n

s fo
r th

is. W
h

at is at stak
e h

ere is b
o

th
 th

e co
n

cep
tio

n
 o

f

th
e m

o
d

ern
 in

d
iv

id
u

al an
d

 th
at o

f th
e so

cial o
rd

er. T
h

e in
d

ep
en

d
en

t an
d

self-su
fficien

t in
d

iv
id

u
al p

o
sited

 b
y

 eco
n

o
m

ic th
eo

ry
 is n

o
t su

p
p

o
sed

 to

b
e
 su

b
je

c
t to

 th
e
 in

flu
e
n

c
e
 o

f h
is p

e
e
rs. T

h
e
 c

o
lle

c
tiv

e
 p

h
e
n

o
m

e
n

a
 o

f

w
h

ich
 th

e m
ark

et is th
e fram

ew
o

rk
 are n

o
t su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 h

av
e an

y
th

in
g

 in

co
m

m
o

n
 w

ith
 th

e cro
w

d
 p

h
en

o
m

en
a an

d
 th

e co
n

tag
io

n
 o

f sen
tim

en
ts an

d

a
c
ts o

f w
h

ic
h

 th
e
y

 a
re

 th
e
 th

e
a
te

r. A
n

d
 y

e
t, H

a
y

e
k

 g
iv

e
s im

ita
tio

n
 a

cen
tral ro

le. T
o

 b
e su

re, as I h
av

e said
, h

e is n
o

t alo
n

e: S
m

ith
 (as w

e saw
)

an
d

 K
ey

n
es (as w

e sh
all see) d

o
 th

e sam
e. T

h
e co

m
p

an
y

 is n
o

t n
eg

lig
ib

le.

N
e
v

e
rth

e
le

ss, 
th

e
 

q
u

e
stio

n
 

re
m

a
in

s: 
h

o
w

 
c
a
n

 
H

a
y

e
k

 
re

c
o

n
c
ile

 
h

is

u
n

sh
ak

ab
le faith

 in
 th

e m
ark

et's cap
acity

 fo
r self-reg

u
latio

n
 an

d
 h

is acu
te

p
ercep

tio
n

 o
f th

e im
p

o
rtan

ce o
f im

itatio
n

? In
d

eed
, th

e p
ro

b
lem

 is m
u

ch

b
ro

ad
er sin

ce it co
n

cern
s n

o
t o

n
ly

 h
is th

eo
ry

 o
f th

e m
ark

et, b
u

t also
 h

is

th
e
o

ry
 
o

f 
c
u

ltu
ra

l 
e
v

o
lu

tio
n

, 
w

h
ic

h
 
lik

e
w

ise
 
a
sso

c
ia

te
s 

c
o

m
p

e
titio

n
,

im
itatio

n
 an

d
 efficien

cy
. In

 w
h

at fo
llo

w
s, I w

ill n
o

t alw
ay

s d
istin

g
u

ish

th
e
se

 
tw

o
 

le
v

e
ls 

o
f 

a
n

a
ly

sis. 
T

h
e
 

fo
rm

a
l 

p
ro

p
e
rtie

s 
a
re

 
e
sse

n
tia

lly

in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e
n

t o
f th

e
 le

v
e
l. M

o
re

o
v

e
r, fo

r H
a
y

e
k

 th
e
 m

a
rk

e
t p

u
rsu

e
s th

e

w
o

rk
 o

f cu
ltu

ral ev
o

lu
tio

n
 b

y
 o

th
er m

ean
s.

In
 o

rd
er to

 g
rasp

 clearly
 th

e n
atu

re o
f th

e p
ro

b
lem

 th
at im

itatio
n

 p
o

ses fo
r

a
n

y
 th

e
o

ry
 o

f so
c
ia

l se
lf-re

g
u

la
tio

n
, c

o
n

sid
e
r th

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 e
le

m
e
n

ta
ry

m
o

d
el. T

w
o

 su
b

jects A
 an

d
 B

 recip
ro

cally
 im

itate each
 o

th
er. T

h
e o

b
ject

o
f th

eir m
u

tu
al im

itatio
n

 is o
f in

d
eterm

in
ate n

atu
re. B

u
t su

p
p

o
se th

at a

ru
m

o
r le

a
d

s A
 to

 b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t B

 d
e
sire

s (se
e
k

s, w
a
n

ts to
 b

u
y

, p
la

c
e
s

co
n

fid
en

ce in
, h

o
p

es fo
r, etc.) an

 o
b

ject O
. A

 n
o

w
 k

n
o

w
s w

h
at h

e n
eed

s

to
 d

esire (resp
ectiv

ely
: to

 seek
, etc.): h

e th
en

 tak
es th

e in
itiativ

e h
im

self

in
 su

ch
 a w

ay
 th

at h
is o

w
n

 actio
n

 b
rin

g
s th

e o
b

ject O
 to

 B
's atten

tio
n

, an
d

w
h

e
n

 
B

 
m

a
n

ife
sts 

in
 
tu

rn
 
h

is 
in

te
re

st 
in

 
O

, 
A

 
h

a
s 

p
ro

o
f 

h
is 

in
itia

l

h
y

p
o

th
esis w

as co
rrect. H

is rep
resen

tatio
n

, as im
p

lau
sib

le as it m
ay

 h
av

e

b
e
e
n

 
a

 
p

rio
ri, h

a
s b

e
e
n

 se
lf-re

a
lize

d
. 

T
h

is 
p

h
e
n

o
m

e
n

o
n

 
w

h
e
re

 
a

n

o
b

je
c
tiv

ity
 o

r e
x
te

rio
rity

 e
m

e
rg

e
s th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e
 c

lo
su

re
 u

p
o

n
 itse

lf o
f a

system
 o

f a
ctio

n
s a

ll im
ita

tin
g

 o
n

e a
n

o
th

er g
ath

ers stren
g

th
 as th

e n
u

m
b

er

o
f actio

n
s rises. T

h
e m

o
st ab

su
rd

 ru
m

o
rs can

 p
o

larize a u
n

an
im

o
u

s cro
w

d

u
p

o
n

 th
e m

o
st u

n
ex

p
ected

 o
b

ject, ev
ery

o
n

e fin
d

in
g

 p
ro

o
f o

f its v
alu

e in

th
e ey

es o
r g

estu
res o

f all th
e o

th
ers. T

h
e p

ro
cess u

n
fo

ld
s in

 tw
o

 stag
es:

th
e
 first is a

 m
irro

r g
a
m

e
, sp

e
c
u

la
r o

r sp
e
c
u

la
tiv

e
, in

 w
h

ic
h

 e
v

e
ry

o
n

e



1
7

w
atch

es fo
r sig

n
s o

f th
e co

v
eted

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e in
 ev

ery
o

n
e else, u

n
til th

ey

all en
d

 u
p

 b
ein

g
 p

ro
p

elled
 in

 th
e sam

e d
irectio

n
; th

e seco
n

d
 stag

e is th
e

stab
ilizatio

n
 o

f th
e o

b
ject th

at h
as em

erg
ed

 as th
e arb

itrarin
ess in

h
eren

t in

th
e co

n
d

itio
n

s o
f its g

en
esis is fo

rg
o

tten
. T

h
e u

n
an

im
ity

 th
at p

resid
ed

 at

its b
irth

 p
ro

je
c
ts it fo

r a
 tim

e
 o

u
tsid

e
 th

e
 sy

ste
m

 o
f a

c
to

rs, w
h

o
, a

ll

lo
o

k
in

g
 in

 th
e d

irectio
n

 th
at it in

d
icates, sto

p
 search

in
g

 fo
r clu

es in
 o

n
e

an
o

th
er's g

aze.

T
h

is p
h

e
n

o
m

e
n

o
lo

g
ic

a
l d

e
sc

rip
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 w

o
rld

 o
f im

ita
tio

n
 c

a
n

 b
e

sh
a
rp

e
n

e
d

 
a
n

d
 
c
o

n
firm

e
d

 
b

y
 
m

a
th

e
m

a
tic

a
l 

m
o

d
e
lin

g
. 

A
 
v

e
ry

 
a
c
tiv

e

b
ran

ch
 o

f fo
rm

al eco
n

o
m

ics is to
d

ay
 ex

p
lo

rin
g

 th
e ro

le o
f w

h
at it calls

in
te

rp
e
rso

n
a
l in

flu
e
n

c
e
s in

 e
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 a
c
tiv

ity
. W

e
 k

n
o

w
 e

n
o

u
g

h
 a

b
o

u
t

th
is 

su
b

je
c
t, 

h
o

w
e
v

e
r, 

to
 
a
p

p
re

c
ia

te
 
h

o
w

 
fa

r 
re

m
o

v
e
d

 
th

is 
m

im
e
tic

u
n

iv
e
rse

 is fro
m

 th
e
 id

e
a
l m

a
rk

e
t. C

o
n

tra
ry

 to
 w

h
a
t o

n
e
 m

ig
h

t h
a
v

e

th
o

u
g

h
t 

a
 

p
rio

ri, 
a
n

d
 

to
 

w
h

a
t 

m
a
n

y
 

a
u

th
o

rs 
h

a
v

e
 

in
d

e
e
d

 
th

o
u

g
h

t,

g
en

eralized
 im

itatio
n

 p
ro

d
u

ces so
m

eth
in

g
 rath

er th
an

 n
o

th
in

g
. It creates

self-rein
fo

rcin
g

 d
y

n
am

ics th
at co

n
v

erg
e so

 reso
lu

tely
 o

n
 th

eir targ
et th

at

it is d
ifficu

lt to
 b

eliev
e th

at th
is co

n
v

erg
en

ce is n
o

t th
e m

an
ifestatio

n
 o

f

an
 u

n
d

erly
in

g
 n

ecessity
, in

 th
e m

an
n

er o
f a m

ech
an

ical o
r th

erm
o

d
y

n
am

ic

sy
stem

 retu
rn

in
g

 in
v

ariab
ly

 to
 its eq

u
ilib

riu
m

 state after stray
in

g
 fro

m
 it

u
n

d
er th

e effect o
f so

m
e p

ertu
rb

atio
n

. Y
et o

n
e sees th

at th
e co

n
cep

t o
f

e
q

u
ilib

riu
m

, w
h

ic
h

 th
e
 th

e
o

ry
 o

f th
e
 m

a
rk

e
t im

p
o

rte
d

 fro
m

 ra
tio

n
a
l

m
e
c
h

a
n

ic
s, 

is 
a
b

so
lu

te
ly

 
u

n
su

ite
d

 
to

 
c
h

a
ra

c
te

riz
e
 
th

e
 
"a

ttra
c
to

rs" 
o

f

m
im

e
tic

 d
y

n
a
m

ic
s. F

a
r fro

m
 e

x
p

re
ssin

g
 a

n
 im

p
lic

it o
rd

e
r, th

e
y

 sp
rin

g

fro
m

 th
e am

p
lificatio

n
 o

f an
 in

itial d
iso

rd
er, an

d
 th

eir ap
p

earan
ce o

f p
re-

estab
lish

ed
 h

arm
o

n
y

 is a m
ere effect o

f u
n

an
im

o
u

s p
o

larizatio
n

. T
h

ey
 are

co
n

d
en

satio
n

s o
f o

rd
er an

d
 d

iso
rd

er. T
h

e m
im

etic d
y

n
am

ic seem
s to

 b
e

g
u

id
ed

 b
y

 an
 en

d
 th

at p
re-ex

ists it--an
d

 th
at is h

o
w

 it is ex
p

erien
ced

 fro
m

th
e in

sid
e--b

u
t it is in

 reality
 th

e d
y

n
am

ic itself th
at b

rin
g

s fo
rth

 its o
w

n

en
d

. P
erfectly

 arb
itrary

 an
d

 in
d

eterm
in

ate a
 p

rio
ri, it acq

u
ires a q

u
ality

 o
f

self-ev
id

en
ce as th

e v
ise o

f co
llectiv

e o
p

in
io

n
 tig

h
ten

s. T
h

ere is n
o

 o
th

er

w
ay

 to
 d

eterm
in

e th
e resu

lt o
f th

e m
im

etic d
y

n
am

ic th
an

 to
 let it p

ro
ceed

to
 its c

o
n

c
lu

sio
n

. It is a
 ra

n
d

o
m

 p
ro

c
e
d

u
re

 th
a
t ta

k
e
s o

n
 a

n
 a

u
ra

 o
f

n
ecessity

.

In
 co

m
in

g
 to

 an
 eq

u
ilib

riu
m

, th
e eco

n
o

m
ists' id

eal m
ark

et is su
p

p
o

sed
 to

re
fle

c
t a

n
 e

x
te

rn
a
l re

a
lity

. T
h

e
 p

ric
e
s e

x
p

re
ss o

b
je

c
tiv

e
, "fu

n
d

a
m

e
n

ta
l"

v
a
lu

e
s 

th
a
t 

sy
n

th
e
siz

e
 
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 
a
s 

d
iv

e
rse

 
a
s 

th
e
 
a
v

a
ila

b
ility

 
o

f

tech
n

iq
u

es, th
e scarcity

 o
f reso

u
rces o

r th
e p

referen
ces o

f co
n

su
m

ers. T
h

e

m
im

e
tic

 d
y

n
a
m

ic
 fo

r its p
a
rt is c

o
m

p
le

te
ly

 c
lo

se
d

 u
p

o
n

 itse
lf. In

 th
a
t

sen
se, it can

 b
e said

 to
 b

e "a
u

to
p

o
ie

tic
". T

h
e attracto

rs th
at it g

en
erates

a
re

 n
o

t in
 a

n
y

 re
la

tio
n

sh
ip

 o
f c

o
rre

sp
o

n
d

e
n

c
e
 w

ith
 a

n
 e

x
te

rn
a
l re

a
lity

,

th
e
y

 
sim

p
ly

 
re

fle
c
t 

a
 

c
o

n
d

itio
n

 
o

f 
in

te
rn

a
l 

c
o

n
siste

n
c
y

: 
th

e

1
8

c
o

rre
sp

o
n

d
e
n

c
e
 b

e
tw

e
e
n

 a
 p

rio
ri b

eliefs an
d

 a
 p

o
ste

rio
ri re

su
lts. T

h
e

m
im

etic attracto
rs are self-realizin

g
 rep

resen
tatio

n
s.

G
en

eralized
 im

itatio
n

 h
as th

e p
o

w
er to

 create w
o

rld
s th

at are p
erfectly

d
isco

n
n

ected
 fro

m
 reality

: at o
n

ce o
rd

erly
, stab

le, an
d

 to
tally

 illu
so

ry
. It is

th
is "m

y
th

o
p

o
e
tic

" c
a
p

a
c
ity

 th
a
t m

a
k

e
s it so

 fa
sc

in
a
tin

g
. If th

e
re

 a
re

h
id

d
e
n

 
tru

th
s 

so
m

e
w

h
e
re

 
to

 
b

e
 
d

isc
o

v
e
re

d
, 

o
n

e
 
m

u
st 

n
o

t 
c
o

u
n

t 
o

n

m
im

etic d
y

n
am

ics to
 d

isclo
se th

em
. If it is real-w

o
rld

 efficien
cy

 o
n

e is

lo
o

k
in

g
 fo

r, it is ag
ain

 b
etter n

o
t to

 h
av

e to
 d

ep
en

d
 o

n
 th

em
. E

fficien
cy

an
d

 th
e cap

acity
 to

 rev
eal h

id
d

en
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

: th
o

se are tw
o

 p
ro

p
erties

th
a
t 

e
c
o

n
o

m
ists 

re
a
d

ily
 
a
ttrib

u
te

 
to

 
th

e
 
id

e
a
l 

m
a
rk

e
t. 

T
h

e
 
d

ista
n

c
e

b
etw

een
 th

e latter an
d

 th
e m

im
etic p

ro
cess seem

s in
su

p
erab

le.

T
h

e
 c

lin
ic

a
l p

ic
tu

re
 o

f th
e
 im

ita
tiv

e
 lo

g
ic

 is in
 its e

sse
n

tia
ls a

lre
a
d

y

p
re

se
n

t 
a
t 

th
e
 
sta

g
e
 
o

f 
a
 
v

e
ry

 
sim

p
le

 
m

o
d

e
l 

in
 
w

h
ic

h
 
th

e
 
m

im
e
tic

c
o

n
n

e
c
tio

n
s b

e
tw

e
e
n

 a
g

e
n

ts a
re

 g
iv

e
n

 a
n

d
 re

m
a
in

 fix
e
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e

w
h

o
le p

ro
cess: th

e p
ro

b
ab

ility
 th

at a g
iv

en
 ag

en
t im

itates an
o

th
er g

iv
en

a
g

e
n

t is a
 c

o
n

sta
n

t, p
o

ssib
ly

 n
u

ll. 2
9 P

h
e
n

o
m

e
n

o
lo

g
ic

a
lly

, w
e
 k

n
o

w
 th

a
t

th
is h

y
p

o
th

e
sis is to

o
 re

stric
tiv

e
 a

n
d

 th
a
t th

e
 m

im
e
tic

 d
y

n
a
m

ic
 h

a
s th

e

ab
ility

 to
 m

o
d

ify
 th

e stru
ctu

re o
f its o

w
n

 co
n

n
ectio

n
s: o

n
e su

b
ject h

as all

th
e
 m

o
re

 c
h

a
n

c
e
s o

f b
e
in

g
 im

ita
te

d
 b

y
 a

n
o

th
e
r g

iv
e
n

 su
b

je
c
t if h

e
 is

alread
y

 im
itated

 b
y

 m
an

y
 o

th
er su

b
jects. A

n
 o

p
in

io
n

's p
o

w
er o

f attractio
n

in
creases w

ith
 th

e n
u

m
b

er o
f in

d
iv

id
u

als w
h

o
 sh

are it. O
n

e can
 see th

at if

th
is 

is 
th

e
 
c
a
se

, 
th

e
 
e
ffe

c
ts 

o
f 

m
im

e
tic

 
p

o
la

riz
a
tio

n
 
a
re

 
a
c
c
e
n

tu
a
te

d

a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
ly

. It m
a
y

 se
e
m

, h
o

w
e
v

e
r, th

a
t su

c
h

 h
y

p
o

th
e
se

s d
e
p

e
n

d
 to

o

m
u

ch
 o

n
 th

e irratio
n

ality
 o

f cro
w

d
 p

h
en

o
m

en
a. In

 fact, research
 in

 recen
t

y
e
a
rs h

a
s sh

o
w

n
 th

a
t th

e
y

 c
o

rre
sp

o
n

d
 to

 fo
rm

s o
f b

e
h

a
v

io
r th

a
t a

re

in
d

iv
id

u
ally

 ratio
n

al. S
ev

eral p
o

ssib
ilities m

ay
 b

e en
v

isag
ed

. T
h

ere are

c
a
se

s 
w

h
e
re

 
th

e
 
p

e
rso

n
a
l 

a
d

v
a
n

ta
g

e
 
th

a
t 

a
n

 
in

d
iv

id
u

a
l 

d
e
riv

e
s 

fro
m

jo
in

in
g

 
th

e
 
m

a
ss 

g
ro

w
s o

b
je

c
tiv

e
ly

 w
ith

 th
e
 siz

e
 o

f th
e
 la

tte
r. T

h
is

h
y

p
o

th
esis is to

d
ay

 a co
m

m
o

n
p

lace in
 th

e eco
n

o
m

ic literatu
re th

at d
eals

w
ith

 th
e ch

o
ice o

f tech
n

iq
u

es. 3
0 A

s a tech
n

iq
u

e sp
read

s, m
o

re is learn
ed

ab
o

u
t it an

d
 it d

ev
elo

p
s an

d
 im

p
ro

v
es; th

e m
o

re u
sers th

ere are, th
e rich

er

an
d

 m
o

re d
iv

ersified
 th

e selectio
n

 o
f p

ro
d

u
cts b

eco
m

es; p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

 co
sts

d
im

in
ish

, 
a
n

d
 

so
 

d
o

e
s 

th
e
 

risk
 

o
f 

fa
ilu

re
. 

In
 

th
e
se

 
c
o

n
d

itio
n

s 
th

e

                                           
2
9 S

ee th
e m

o
d

el p
resen

ted
 b

y
 A

n
d

ré O
rléan

 in
 "M

o
n

ey
 an

d
 M

im
etic S

p
ecu

latio
n

," in
 P

.

D
u

m
o

u
ch

el (ed
.), V

io
len

ce a
n

d
 T

ru
th

, S
tan

fo
rd

 U
n

iv
ersity

 P
ress, 1

9
8

8
. U

n
d

er certain

co
n

d
itio

n
s, it is d

em
o

n
strated

 th
at th

e im
itativ

e d
y

n
am

ic co
n

v
erg

es to
w

ard
 u

n
an

im
ity

 o
f

th
e g

ro
u

p
. T

h
ese co

n
d

itio
n

s reflect th
e fact th

at th
ere is an

 effectiv
e in

terd
ep

en
d

en
ce

am
o

n
g

 all th
e ag

en
ts; in

 o
th

er w
o

rd
s, v

ery
 few

 p
ro

b
ab

ilities p
ij are n

u
ll, p

ij b
ein

g
 th

e

p
ro

b
ab

ility
 th

at th
e ag

en
t i im

itates th
e ag

en
t j.

3
0 C

f. W
.B

. A
rth

u
r, "C

o
m

p
etin

g
 T

ech
n

o
lo

g
ies: A

n
 O

v
erv

iew
," in

 R
. D

o
si et al. (ed

.),

T
ech

n
ica

l C
h
a
n
g
e a

n
d
 E

co
n
o
m

ic T
h
eo

ry, L
o
n
d
o
n
, P

in
ter P

u
b
lish

ers.



1
9

co
m

p
etitio

n
 b

etw
een

 riv
al tech

n
iq

u
es d

isp
lay

s featu
res w

h
ich

 d
istin

g
u

ish

it m
ark

ed
ly

 fro
m

 th
e "p

erfect co
m

p
etitio

n
" o

f eco
n

o
m

ists. T
h

e first is th
e

m
u

ltip
lic

ity
 

o
f 

"e
q

u
ilib

ria
" 

(th
e
 

te
rm

 
is 

still 
u

se
d

 
b

y
 

h
isto

ria
n

s 
o

f

tech
n

o
lo

g
y

 b
u

t, as w
e h

av
e seen

, it is co
m

p
letely

 im
p

ro
p

er: it w
o

u
ld

 b
e

b
etter to

 sp
eak

 o
f "attracto

rs"). T
h

e "selectio
n

" o
f o

n
e am

o
n

g
 th

em
 can

n
o

t

b
e d

eterm
in

ed
 b

y
 d

ed
u

ctio
n

 fro
m

 th
e fo

rm
al stru

ctu
re o

f th
e p

ro
b

lem
; it is

th
e
 a

c
tu

a
l h

isto
ry

 o
f e

v
e
n

ts, w
ith

 its c
o

n
tin

g
e
n

c
ie

s, flu
c
tu

a
tio

n
s, a

n
d

ran
d

o
m

 tu
rn

s, esp
ecially

 th
o

se affectin
g

 th
e sy

stem
's first step

s, w
h

ich
 are

re
sp

o
n

sib
le

. 
O

n
e
 
c
o

n
c
e
p

t 
p

la
y

s 
a
 
c
ru

c
ia

l 
ro

le
 
h

e
re

, 
th

a
t 

o
f 

"p
a

th
-

d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

c
e

." 
W

e
 
a
re

 
p

o
le

s 
a
w

a
y

 
fro

m
 
L

e
 
C

h
a
te

lie
r's 

p
rin

c
ip

le
, 

a

th
erm

o
d

y
n

am
ic referen

ce still p
o

p
u

lar w
ith

 th
eo

rists o
f th

e m
ark

et w
h

o

w
an

t to
 lau

d
 th

e latter's cap
acity

 to
 n

eu
tralize p

ertu
rb

atio
n

s w
h

ich
 affect

it. T
h

e
 e

v
o

lu
tio

n
 o

f su
c
h

 a
 d

y
n

a
m

ic
 is h

ig
h

ly
 u

n
p

re
d

ic
ta

b
le

. T
h

e
re

 is

o
b

v
io

u
sly

 n
o

 reaso
n

 fo
r th

e selectio
n

 th
at it acco

m
p

lish
es to

 b
e th

e m
o

st

efficien
t o

n
e. If a certain

 tech
n

iq
u

e is fav
o

red
 b

y
 ch

an
ce at th

e o
u

tset, it

w
ill b

en
efit fro

m
 a "selectiv

e ad
v

an
tag

e" th
at it w

ill m
ain

tain
 an

d
 am

p
lify

as th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f u
sers g

ro
w

s. It m
ay

 en
d

 u
p

 d
o

m
in

atin
g

 th
e m

ark
et ev

en

th
o

u
g

h
 

a
n

o
th

e
r 

te
c
h

n
iq

u
e
 

w
o

u
ld

 
h

a
v

e
 

sh
o

w
n

 
itse

lf 
to

 
b

e
 

m
o

re

ad
v

an
tag

eo
u

s fo
r ev

ery
o

n
e if o

n
ly

 ch
an

ce h
ad

 selected
 it fro

m
 th

e start.

T
ech

n
o

lo
g

ical ev
o

lu
tio

n
 th

u
s h

as a stro
n

g
 p

ro
p

en
sity

 to
 g

et lo
ck

ed
 in

to

u
n

d
e
sira

b
le

 
p

a
th

s 
fro

m
 
w

h
ic

h
 
it 

is 
h

a
rd

e
r 

a
n

d
 
h

a
rd

e
r 

to
 
re

m
o

v
e
 
it.

C
h

an
ce, selectio

n
, "o

rd
er th

ro
u

g
h

 flu
ctu

atio
n

," self-o
rg

an
izin

g
 p

ro
cess:

all o
f th

ese term
s u

sed
 to

d
ay

 b
y

 h
isto

rian
s o

f tech
n

o
lo

g
y

 d
efin

e a th
eo

ry

o
f ev

o
lu

tio
n

 th
at h

as o
n

ly
 th

e rem
o

test k
in

sh
ip

 w
ith

 n
eo

-D
arw

in
ism

. T
h

e

sam
e tro

u
b

lin
g

 q
u

estio
n

 th
u

s recu
rs h

ere in
 a n

ew
 fo

rm
: ap

art fro
m

 h
is

id
eo

lo
g

ical b
iases, w

h
at rig

h
t h

as H
ay

ek
 to

 ig
n

o
re a ty

p
e o

f ev
o

lu
tio

n
ary

p
ro

cess th
at rests o

n
 im

itatio
n

 an
d

 m
o

b
ilizes th

e w
h

o
le g

am
u

t o
f co

n
cep

ts

th
at h

e h
im

self ch
am

p
io

n
s? Is it sim

p
ly

 th
at h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 fo
rced

 to

g
iv

e u
p

 th
e co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
at cu

ltu
ral ev

o
lu

tio
n

 h
as an

y
 k

in
d

 o
f o

p
tim

izin
g

fu
n

ctio
n

?

T
h

e fo
reg

o
in

g
 h

y
p

o
th

esis m
ay

 seem
 to

o
 restrictiv

e. In
 m

an
y

 cases, it is

n
o

t tru
e
 th

a
t th

e
 o

b
je

c
tiv

e
 a

d
v

a
n

ta
g

e
 d

e
riv

e
d

 fro
m

 jo
in

in
g

 th
e
 m

a
ss

in
c
re

a
se

s w
ith

 th
e
 siz

e
 o

f la
tte

r. In
 th

e
 c

a
se

 o
f a

 c
u

ltu
re

 o
r tra

d
itio

n
 in

H
ay

ek
's sen

se, fo
r ex

am
p

le, o
n

e d
o

es n
o

t see w
h

y
 th

at sh
o

u
ld

 b
e th

e case.

T
h

e
re

 e
x

ists h
o

w
e
v

e
r a

 m
o

re
 g

e
n

e
ra

l re
a
so

n
 to

 g
o

 w
ith

 th
e
 m

a
jo

rity
:

u
n

c
e
rta

in
ty

. If o
n

e
 d

o
e
s n

o
t k

n
o

w
 w

h
a
t is g

o
o

d
 o

r w
h

a
t is tru

e
, it is

ra
tio

n
a
l to

 im
ita

te
 o

th
e
rs: th

e
re

 is a
 c

h
a
n

c
e
 th

a
t th

e
y

 k
n

o
w

, a
n

d
 b

y

fo
llo

w
in

g
 
th

e
ir 

le
a
d

, 
o

n
e
 
w

ill 
b

e
n

e
fit 

fro
m

 
th

e
ir 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
. 

M
a
n

y

eco
n

o
m

ic m
o

d
els o

f w
h

at are called
 "ratio

n
al ex

p
ectatio

n
s" co

n
firm

 an
d

elab
o

rate th
is in

tu
itio

n
. If th

e im
itated

 ag
en

ts really
 d

o
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at's w

h
at,

th
e
 
u

n
in

fo
rm

e
d

 
a
g

e
n

ts 
c
a
n

 
a
c
c
e
d

e
 
to

 
th

e
ir 

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
, 

e
v

e
n

 
if 

o
n

ly

in
d

irectly
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e in

term
ed

iary
 o

f p
rices, w

h
o

se ro
le b

eco
m

es th
at o

f

2
0

d
isclo

sin
g

 h
id

d
en

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
. 3

1 T
h

e ratio
n

ality
 o

f sp
ecu

lativ
e b

eh
av

io
r--

th
e
 b

e
h

a
v

io
r o

f th
e
 sp

e
c
u

la
to

r, b
u

t a
lso

 o
f th

o
se

 w
h

o
 ta

k
e
 h

im
 a

s th
e
ir

m
o

d
el--rests o

n
 th

is m
ech

an
ism

. H
ay

ek
 ad

o
p

ts th
is o

p
tim

istic v
isio

n
. B

u
t

w
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e
n

s if th
e
 a

g
e
n

ts w
h

o
 se

rv
e
 a

s m
o

d
e
ls a

re
 n

o
t th

e
m

se
lv

e
s in

p
o

sse
ssio

n
 o

f th
e
 c

o
v

e
te

d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
?
 O

r, a
 c

a
se

 a
t o

n
c
e
 su

b
tle

r a
n

d

p
e
rh

a
p

s m
o

re
 fre

q
u

e
n

t, w
h

a
t if th

e
y

 k
n

o
w

 w
ith

o
u

t b
e
in

g
 su

re
 o

f th
e
ir

k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
?
 T

h
e
y
 w

ill th
e
m

se
lv

e
s b

e
 e

n
c
o

u
ra

g
e
d

 to
 im

ita
te

 th
o

se
 w

h
o

im
ita

te
 th

e
m

. W
e h

av
e alread

y
 en

co
u

n
tered

 th
is sp

ecu
lar red

o
u

b
lin

g
 o

f

im
itatio

n
 in

 th
e case o

f S
m

ith
ian

 sy
m

p
ath

y
. T

h
e m

ean
in

g
 w

as d
ifferen

t,

to
 b

e su
re. It is n

o
n

eth
eless certain

 th
at w

e h
av

e h
ere, at a fo

rm
al lev

el, a

g
en

eral law
 o

f im
itativ

e lo
g

ic: it in
ev

itab
ly

 lead
s to

 th
ese m

irro
r g

am
es

a
n

d
 o

th
e
r d

iz
z
y

in
g

 m
ise

s e
n

 a
b

y
m

e
. W

h
a
t re

m
a
in

s to
 b

e
 u

n
d

e
rsto

o
d

 is

h
o

w
 o

r w
h

y
 H

ay
ek

 seem
s to

 av
o

id
 th

em
.

A
n

d
ré O

rléan
 h

as sh
o

w
n

 th
at th

e sam
e m

o
d

els o
f ratio

n
al ex

p
ectatio

n
s

th
at serv

e to
 fo

rm
alize th

e p
ro

g
ressiv

e u
n

v
eilin

g
 o

f accu
rate in

fo
rm

atio
n

,

if it ex
ists, an

d
 th

e u
n

an
im

o
u

s co
n

v
erg

en
ce o

f th
e ag

en
ts o

n
 th

e o
p

tim
al

b
eh

av
io

r, can
 ju

st as easily
 d

ep
ict an

 effect o
f p

o
larizatio

n
 o

n
 a

n
y
 sin

g
le

arb
itrary

 v
alu

e w
h

en
 th

e ag
en

ts, in
 th

e g
rip

 o
f u

n
certain

ty
, seek

 a rem
ed

y

in
 re

c
ip

ro
c
a
l im

ita
tio

n
. B

e
tw

e
e
n

 th
e
 e

q
u

ilib
riu

m
 a

n
d

 th
e
 se

lf-re
a
liz

in
g

rep
resen

tatio
n

, th
ere is n

o
 fo

rm
a

l d
ifferen

ce. Y
et an

 ab
y

ss sep
arates th

ese

tw
o

 w
o

rld
s as far as th

eir m
ean

in
g

 is co
n

cern
ed

. 3
2

It can
n

o
t b

e em
p

h
asized

 to
o

 o
ften

--an
d

 H
ay

ek
 is th

e first to
 d

o
 so

--th
at in

th
e face o

f th
e so

cial w
o

rld
's co

m
p

lex
ity

 im
itatio

n
 is th

e ratio
n

al fo
rm

 o
f

access to
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e. B

u
t im

itatio
n

 is also
, sim

u
ltan

eo
u

sly
, th

e so
u

rce o
f

all illu
sio

n
s--an

d
 th

is is th
e trag

ic sid
e o

f th
e h

u
m

an
 so

cial co
n

d
itio

n
 th

at

H
ay

ek
 d

o
es n

o
t w

an
t to

 see. A
 v

ery
 sim

p
le m

o
d

el fro
m

 A
n

d
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e fu

n
d

am
en

tals o
f th

e m
ark

et.

S
p

ecu
latio

n
 b

eco
m

es, in
 K

ey
n

es' w
o

rd
s, "th

e activ
ity

 o
f fo

recastin
g

 th
e

p
sy

ch
o

lo
g

y
 o

f th
e m

ark
et." T

h
e sm

art sp
ecu

lato
r is th

e o
n

e w
h

o
 is ab

le to

"g
u

e
ss 

b
e
tte

r 
th

a
n

 
th

e
 

c
ro

w
d

 
h

o
w

 
th

e
 

c
ro

w
d

 
w

ill 
b

e
h

a
v

e
."

3
9 

T
h

e

sp
ecu

lato
r is lik

e th
e sn

o
b

: h
e w

an
ts to

 b
e th

e lead
er, th

e b
eaco

n
 o

f th
e

m
asses; h

e is in
 th

eir to
w

. F
ar fro

m
 b

ein
g

 th
e m

o
d

el im
itated

 b
y

 all, h
e is

th
e
 m

o
d

e
l o

f a
ll th

e
 im

ita
to

rs. R
e
su

lt: th
e
 sp

e
c
u

la
tiv

e
 m

a
rk

e
t is lik

e
 a

c
ro

w
d

, 
K

e
y

n
e
s 

w
rite

s, 
in

 
w

h
ic

h
 

e
a
c
h

 
"is 

e
n

d
e
a
v

o
rin

g
 

to
 

c
o

p
y

 
th

e

o
th

ers."
4
0

I w
ill n

o
w

 co
m

e b
ack

 to
 m

y
 o

rig
in

al q
u

estio
n

: h
o

w
 can

 H
ay

ek
 av

o
id

 su
ch

c
h

e
e
rle

ss c
o

n
c
lu

sio
n

s, g
iv

e
n

 th
a
t h

is so
c
ia

l p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 is b

a
se

d
 o

n
 a

p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f m
in

d
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 im
ita

tio
n

 p
la

y
s th

e
 sta

rrin
g

 ro
le

?
 Q

u
ite

sim
p

ly
. C

o
n

sid
e
r a

 u
n

iv
e
rse

 w
h

e
re

 e
v

e
ry

b
o

d
y

 im
ita

te
s e

v
e
ry

b
o

d
y

 e
lse

,

w
ith

 th
e ex

cep
tio

n
 o

f a sin
g

le in
d

iv
id

u
al w

h
o

 im
itates n

o
b

o
d

y
. It is easy

to
 d

e
m

o
n

stra
te

 th
a
t th

is in
d

iv
id

u
a
l w

ill b
e
c
o

m
e
 th

e
 k

e
y

sto
n

e
 o

f th
e

sy
stem

 in
 th

at ev
ery

o
n

e w
ill en

d
 u

p
 im

itatin
g

 h
im

 an
d

 h
im

 alo
n

e. 4
1 L

et u
s

m
ak

e o
n

e m
o

re assu
m

p
tio

n
: th

is in
d

iv
id

u
al im

itates n
o

b
o

d
y

 b
ecau

se h
e

k
n

o
w

s h
e is rig

h
t. T

h
en

 w
e h

av
e an

 ev
o

lu
tio

n
ary

 p
ro

cess th
at acts as a

v
e
ry

 e
ffic

ie
n

t d
isc

o
v

e
re

r a
n

d
 p

ro
p

a
g

a
to

r o
f in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
. W

e
 e

n
c
o

u
n

te
r

o
n

c
e
 m

o
re

 th
is tro

u
b

lin
g

 p
ro

p
e
rty

 o
f im

ita
tio

n
 th

a
t w

e
 h

a
v

e
 n

o
te

d
 so

m
a
n

y
 

tim
e
s, 

n
a
m

e
ly

 
its 

a
m

b
iv

a
le

n
c
e
. 

It 
is 

e
ffic

ie
n

t 
if 

th
e
 

c
o

rre
c
t

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 is p

resen
t so

m
ew

h
ere an

d
 reco

g
n

ized
 as su

ch
, b

u
t o

th
erw

ise

it b
e
c
o

m
e
s a

 so
u

rc
e
 o

f illu
sio

n
s a

n
d

 w
a
ste

. T
h

e
 p

ro
b

le
m

 is th
a

t it is

im
p

o
ssib

le fro
m

 in
sid

e th
e system

 to
 kn

o
w

 in
 w

h
ich

 o
f th

e tw
o

 ca
ses o

n
e

fin
d

s o
n

eself. T
o

 o
v

erco
m

e th
is u

n
d

ecid
ab

ility
, it is n

ecessary
 to

 reso
rt to

an
 ex

terio
rity

. W
h

en
 th

e ev
o

lv
in

g
 p

ath
 arriv

es at "tru
th

" o
r "efficien

cy
," a

b
u

z
z
e
r m

u
st g

o
 o

ff sig
n

a
lin

g
 "lo

o
k

 n
o

 fu
rth

e
r"--in

 o
th

e
r w

o
rd

s, "sto
p

im
ita

tin
g

." T
h

e
 se

lf-e
x
te

rio
riza

tio
n

 p
ro

d
u

c
e
d

 b
y

 g
e
n

e
ra

liz
e
d

 im
ita

tio
n

w
ill 

o
n

ly
 
m

a
n

ife
st 

its 
o

p
tim

iz
in

g
 
v

irtu
e
 
w

ith
in

 
th

e
 
fra

m
e
w

o
rk

 
o

f 
a

g
en

u
in

e ex
terio

rity
. W

ith
o

u
t an

 au
th

en
tic tran

scen
d

en
ce to

 g
u

id
e it, self-

tran
scen

d
en

ce is liab
le to

 tak
e a w

ro
n

g
 tu

rn
 an

d
 g

et th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly
 lo

st. If w
e

a
re

 ta
lk

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
e
 c

u
ltu

ra
l e

v
o

lu
tio

n
 o

f h
u

m
a
n

ity
, th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 is

o
b

v
io

u
sly

 w
h

at statu
s to

 g
iv

e to
 th

is tran
scen

d
en

ce an
d

 w
h

o
 m

ay
 sp

eak
 in

its n
a
m

e
. T

h
e
re

 is n
o

 w
a
y

 to
 a

v
o

id
 p

ro
p

h
e
ts h

e
re

 a
n

d
 th

e
 fo

re
m

o
st

p
ro

p
h

et, o
f co

u
rse, g

o
es b

y
 th

e n
am

e o
f H

ay
ek

.

                                           
3
9 G

en
era

l T
h
eo

ry, o
p
. cit., p

p
. 1

5
7
-1

5
8
.

4
0 J.M

. K
ey

n
es, "T

h
e G

en
eral T

h
eo

ry
 o

f E
m

p
lo

y
m

en
t," lo

c. cit.
4
1 T

h
is p

ro
p

erty
 is a triv

ial co
n

seq
u

en
ce o

f th
e th

eo
rem

 d
em

o
n

strated
 b

y
 A

. O
rléan

 in

"M
o
n
ey

 an
d
 M

im
etic S

p
ecu

latio
n
," lo

c. cit.

2
4

3
.3

. D
isso

lv
in

g
 co

n
tra

d
ictio

n
s in

 A
b

so
lu

te k
n

o
w

led
g

e

T
h

e ex
eg

etes an
d

 critics, ev
en

 th
e m

o
st fav

o
rab

ly
 d

isp
o

sed
 am

o
n

g
 th

em
,

h
a
v

e
 
d

isc
o

v
e
re

d
 
in

 
H

a
y

e
k

's 
w

ritin
g

s 
w

h
a
t 

th
e
y

 
b

e
lie

v
e
 
to

 
b

e
 
m

a
jo

r

co
n

trad
ictio

n
s. W

e are n
o

w
 in

 a p
o

sitio
n

 to
 v

iew
 th

ese in
 a n

ew
 lig

h
t. T

o

tell th
e tru

th
, th

e co
n

trad
ictio

n
s v

an
ish

, b
u

t o
n

ly
 to

 m
ak

e w
ay

 fo
r w

h
at

tu
rn

s o
u

t to
 b

e a p
erfectly

 arb
itrary

 act o
f faith

.

C
ertain

 co
m

m
en

tato
rs see a co

n
trad

ictio
n

 at th
e v

ery
 h

eart o
f th

e th
eo

ry

o
f c

u
ltu

ra
l e

v
o

lu
tio

n
. O

n
 th

e
 o

n
e
 h

a
n

d
, H

a
y

e
k

 p
re

se
n

ts it a
s a

 se
lf-

o
rg

an
izin

g
 p

ro
cess, u

n
fo

ld
in

g
 b

ey
o

n
d

 h
u

m
an

 co
n

scio
u

sn
ess an

d
 w

ill; b
u

t

h
e
 a

lso
 a

sse
rts th

a
t th

e
 m

e
c
h

a
n

ism
 th

a
t se

le
c
ts th

e
 sy

ste
m

s o
f a

b
stra

c
t

ru
les rests m

ain
ly

 o
n

 im
itatio

n
. D

o
es n

o
t im

itatio
n

 im
p

ly
, o

n
 th

e p
art o

f

th
e g

ro
u

p
s th

at im
itate a trad

itio
n

 w
h

ich
 o

rig
in

ally
 is n

o
t th

eir o
w

n
, an

a
w

a
re

n
e
ss o

f th
e
 la

tte
r's su

p
e
rio

rity
 a

n
d

 a
 d

e
sire

 to
 a

d
o

p
t it fo

r th
a
t

re
a
so

n
?
 A

re
 n

o
t th

is a
w

a
re

n
e
ss a

n
d

 th
is d

e
sire

 th
e
 c

o
n

d
itio

n
 fo

r th
e

e
ffic

ie
n

c
y

 
o

f 
th

e
 

e
v

o
lu

tio
n

a
ry

 
p

ro
c
e
ss?

 
H

e
n

c
e
 

th
e
 

su
p

p
o

se
d

co
n

trad
ictio

n
. 4

2 If su
ch

 w
ere really

 H
ay

ek
's co

n
cep

tio
n

, h
is in

co
n

sisten
cy

w
o

u
ld

 in
d

eed
 b

e serio
u

s. F
o

r h
is en

tire p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f m
in

d
 is o

p
p

o
sed

 to

th
is in

terp
retatio

n
 o

f im
itatio

n
 as th

e resu
lt o

f a co
n

scio
u

s calcu
latio

n
 an

d

a
 d

e
lib

e
ra

te
 c

h
o

ic
e
. T

h
e
 im

ita
tio

n
 o

f ru
le

s o
f c

o
n

d
u

c
t is fu

n
d

a
m

e
n

ta
lly

b
lin

d
: "M

o
st p

e
o

p
le

 c
a
n

, a
fte

r a
ll, re

c
o

g
n

ise
 a

n
d

 a
d

a
p

t th
e
m

se
lv

e
s to

se
v

e
ra

l d
iffe

re
n

t p
a
tte

rn
s o

f c
o

n
d

u
c
t w

ith
o

u
t b

e
in

g
 a

b
le

 to
 e

x
p

la
in

 o
r

d
escrib

e th
em

."
4
3 T

h
e co

n
d

itio
n

 fo
r th

e efficien
cy

 o
f cu

ltu
ral ev

o
lu

tio
n

 is

th
erefo

re n
o

t th
at th

o
se w

h
o

 im
itate an

o
th

er trad
itio

n
 are aw

are o
f w

h
at

th
ey

 are d
o

in
g

. It is th
at th

o
se w

h
o

, b
y

 ch
an

ce, stu
m

b
le o

n
to

 th
e "rig

h
t"

trad
itio

n
 stick

 w
ith

 it an
d

 sto
p

 im
itatin

g
 o

th
ers. It is th

u
s n

o
t th

o
se w

h
o

im
itate, b

u
t th

o
se w

h
o

 d
o

 n
o

t im
itate, w

h
o

 em
b

o
d

y
 th

e co
n

scio
u

sn
ess o

f

e
v

o
lu

tio
n

. T
h

e
 p

ro
b

le
m

 is th
a
t th

is c
o

n
sc

io
u

sn
e
ss m

u
st c

o
m

e
 to

 th
e
m

fro
m

 th
e
 o

u
tsid

e
. T

h
e
 tra

g
e
d

y
 o

f th
e
 W

e
st, a

c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 H
a
y

e
k

, is th
a
t

h
a
v

in
g

 
d

isc
o

v
e
re

d
 
th

e
 
e
x

te
n

d
e
d

 
o

rd
e
r 

o
f 

th
e
 
m

a
rk

e
t 

a
n

d
 
th

e
 
lib

e
ra

l

p
rin

cip
les th

at g
o

v
ern

 it, it w
as u

n
ab

le to
 reco

g
n

ize th
eir su

p
erio

rity
 an

d

im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly
 a

b
a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 th
e
m

 in
 fa

v
o

r o
f th

e
 c

o
n

stru
c
tiv

ist illu
sio

n
s.

T
h

e
re

 is n
o

 c
o

n
tra

d
ic

tio
n

, th
e
re

 is ra
th

e
r a

 v
e
ry

 g
re

a
t c

o
n

siste
n

c
y

 o
n

H
ay

ek
's p

art in
 su

g
g

estin
g

 th
at th

e rejectio
n

 o
f lib

eralism
 an

d
 th

e rise o
f

in
terv

en
tio

n
ist g

o
v

ern
m

en
ts are an

 "erro
r" th

at h
as sp

read
 b

y
 co

n
ta

g
io

n
. 4

4

                                           
4
2 C

f., fo
r ex

am
p

le, B
ern

ard
 M

an
in

, "F
.A

. H
ay

ek
 et la q

u
estio

n
 d

u
 lib

éralism
e," R

evu
e

fra
n
ça

ise d
e scien

ce p
o
litiq

u
e, v

o
l. 3

3
, n

o
. 1

, F
eb

ru
ary

 1
9
8
3
.

4
3 F

. H
ay

ek
, T

h
e F

a
ta

l C
o
n
ceit, o

p
. cit., p

. 7
8
.

4
4 S

ee fo
r ex

am
p

le F
. H

ay
ek

, T
h

e R
o

a
d

 to
 S

erfd
o

m
, C

h
icag

o
, C

h
icag

o
 U

n
iv

ersity
 P

ress,

1
9
4
4
.



2
5

L
ik

e K
ey

n
es, H

ay
ek

 reco
g

n
izes h

ere th
at g

en
eralized

 im
itatio

n
 can

 b
e th

e

b
est o

r th
e w

o
rst o

f th
in

g
s. F

o
r it to

 b
e th

e b
est, it n

eed
s a g

u
id

e o
n

 th
e

o
u

tsid
e to

 b
rin

g
 it to

 a h
alt o

n
ce it h

as fin
ally

, if b
lin

d
ly

, fo
u

n
d

 th
e tru

th
.

O
n

e co
u

ld
 n

o
t im

ag
in

e a m
o

re d
ep

ressin
g

 sp
ectacle fo

r H
ay

ek
 th

an
 th

at o
f

a
 p

ro
g

re
ssiv

e
 W

e
ste

rn
 in

te
lle

c
tu

a
l se

e
k

in
g

 sa
lv

a
tio

n
 fro

m
 a

 M
id

d
le

-

E
astern

 th
eo

cracy
; th

ere w
as p

ro
b

ab
ly

 n
o

th
in

g
 cru

eler fo
r h

im
 th

an
 th

e

su
p

p
o

sed
 cu

rren
t ab

an
d

o
n

m
en

t b
y

 A
m

erican
 u

n
iv

ersities o
f th

e v
alu

es o
f

th
e W

est in
 fav

o
r o

f th
ird

-w
o

rld
 o

r m
in

o
rity

 cu
ltu

res... In
 th

e face o
f th

ese

re
n

u
n

c
ia

tio
n

s, H
a
y

e
k

 stu
b

b
o

rn
ly

 a
sse

rte
d

 th
e
 n

e
c
e
ssity

 o
f d

e
fe

n
d

in
g

lib
erty

 d
o

g
m

a
tica

lly.

N
e
a
rly

 a
ll th

e
 c

o
m

m
e
n

ta
to

rs a
re

 a
le

rt to
 w

h
a
t se

e
m

s to
 b

e
 th

e
 m

a
jo

r

c
o

n
tra

d
ic

tio
n

 in
 H

a
y

e
k

's so
c
ia

l p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
. I m

e
a
n

 th
e
 sta

tu
s o

f th
e

d
e
m

o
n

stra
tio

n
 e

sta
b

lish
in

g
 th

e
 a

b
so

lu
te

 su
p

e
rio

rity
 o

f th
e
 m

a
rk

e
t. T

h
is

d
em

o
n

stratio
n

 rests in
 p

rin
cip

le o
n

 th
e th

eo
ry

 o
f cu

ltu
ral ev

o
lu

tio
n

. O
n

ly

th
e ab

stract o
rd

ers th
at p

ass th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e filter o
f ev

o
lu

tio
n

 can
 lay

 claim

to
 th

e lo
ftiest ran

k
, w

h
atev

er th
e criterio

n
 o

f th
e co

m
p

etitio
n

: efficien
cy

,

ju
stic

e
, lib

e
rty

, u
tility

, th
e
 re

p
ro

d
u

c
tio

n
 a

n
d

 e
x

p
a
n

sio
n

 o
f life

, e
tc

. In

p
a
rtic

u
la

r, n
e
v

e
r c

o
u

ld
 th

e
 h

u
m

a
n

 m
in

d
 o

r re
a
so

n
 c

o
n

c
e
iv

e
 o

rd
e
rs a

s

c
o

m
p

le
x

 a
s th

o
se

 se
le

c
te

d
 b

y
 e

v
o

lu
tio

n
. T

h
e
 p

ro
b

le
m

 is o
b

v
io

u
sly

 th
a
t

H
ay

ek
 co

u
ld

 h
ard

ly
 claim

 th
at th

e m
ark

et h
ad

 p
assed

 th
e test sin

ce all h
is

w
o

rk
 p

resen
ts itself as a rad

ical an
d

, o
n

e w
an

ts to
 say

, "ratio
n

al" critiq
u

e

o
f m

o
d

ern
 civ

ilizatio
n

, g
u

ilty
 o

f lettin
g

 itself b
e sed

u
ced

 b
y

 th
e siren

s o
f

co
n

stru
ctiv

ism
. H

is critics th
erefo

re co
n

clu
d

ed
 th

at H
ay

ek
 h

ad
 to

 d
o

 o
n

e

o
f tw

o
 th

in
g

s. E
ith

er h
e sh

o
u

ld
 g

iv
e u

p
 h

is th
eo

ry
 o

f cu
ltu

ral ev
o

lu
tio

n

an
d

 fo
u

n
d

 th
e su

p
erio

rity
 o

f th
e m

ark
et o

n
 ratio

n
alist arg

u
m

en
ts, o

r else,

if h
e m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at th
eo

ry
, h

e n
eed

ed
 to

 ad
m

it th
at th

e ex
ten

d
ed

 o
rd

er o
f

th
e m

ark
et is n

o
t th

e b
est. T

h
is su

p
p

o
sed

 co
n

trad
ictio

n
, o

r at an
y

 rate th
is

ten
sio

n
, co

lo
rs th

e en
tirety

 o
f h

is o
u

tp
u

t an
d

 g
iv

es it its p
ecu

liar to
n

ality
,

a m
élan

g
e o

f trad
itio

n
alist co

n
serv

atism
 an

d
 critical rad

icalism
. O

n
 o

n
e

h
an

d
, it is asserted

 th
at critical ratio

n
alism

 q
u

ick
ly

 reach
es its lim

its fo
r it

can
 o

n
ly

 b
e ex

ercised
 w

ith
in

 a trad
itio

n
 th

at rem
ain

s b
ey

o
n

d
 criticism

; o
n

th
e
 o

th
e
r h

a
n

d
, c

o
n

d
e
m

n
a
tio

n
s a

re
 sh

o
w

e
re

d
 d

o
w

n
 u

p
o

n
 c

o
n

te
m

p
o

ra
ry

civ
ilizatio

n
 in

 th
e n

am
e o

f an
 id

eal o
f lib

erty
 w

h
ich

, as H
ay

ek
 w

as th
e

first to
 say

, m
ay

 h
av

e ex
isted

 in
 th

o
u

g
h

t b
u

t n
ev

er in
 fact. Jo

h
n

 G
ray

4
5

rig
h

tly
 n

o
te

s th
a
t th

e
 m

o
st d

ia
m

e
tric

a
lly

 o
p

p
o

site
 id

e
o

lo
g

ie
s c

a
n

 fin
d

su
p

p
o

rt in
 H

ay
ek

's w
ritin

g
s: trad

itio
n

alists w
h

o
 d

efen
d

 th
e ex

istin
g

 so
cial

c
o

n
v

e
n

tio
n

s 
a
n

d
 

a
re

 
p

re
p

a
re

d
 

to
 

sa
c
rific

e
 

in
d

iv
id

u
a
l 

lib
e
rty

 
to

 
th

e

"b
o

u
rg

eo
is" v

alu
es, tran

sm
itted

 b
y

 th
e fam

ily
, o

f v
irtu

e, m
erit, h

o
n

esty
,

m
o

ra
lity

, 
w

o
rk

, 
e
tc

.; 
b

u
t 

a
lso

 
ra

tio
n

a
list 

lib
e
rta

ria
n

s 
a
n

d
 
"a

n
a
rc

h
o

-

c
a
p

ita
lists" w

h
o

, n
o

t h
e
sita

tin
g

 to
 w

ip
e
 th

e
 sla

te
 c

le
a
n

 o
f e

sta
b

lish
e
d

                                           
4
5 Jo

h
n
 G

ray
, H

a
yek o

n
 L

ib
erty, B

asil B
lack

w
ell, 2

n
d
 ed

itio
n
, 1

9
8
6
.

2
6

m
o

ra
l 

v
a
lu

e
s, 

p
ro

m
o

te
 

a
 

h
e
ro

ic
 

e
th

ic
 

o
f 

in
d

iv
id

u
a
l 

a
u

to
n

o
m

y
 

a
n

d

u
n

b
rid

le
d

 c
o

m
p

e
titio

n
, w

h
e
re

 o
n

ly
 su

c
c
e
ss o

r fa
ilu

re
 c

o
u

n
t in

 th
e
 e

n
d

,

in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e
n

tly
 o

f a
n

y
 n

o
tio

n
 o

f m
e
rit o

r v
irtu

e
. C

o
n

v
e
rse

ly
, c

ritic
ism

arriv
es fro

m
 ev

ery
 cam

p
. F

o
r ex

am
p

le, su
ch

 A
m

erican
 n

eo
-co

n
serv

ativ
es

a
s D

a
n

ie
l B

e
ll o

r Irv
in

g
 K

risto
l se

rv
e
d

 w
a
rn

in
g

 o
n

 H
a
y

e
k

: th
e
 lib

e
ra

l

o
rd

er th
at h

e p
ro

m
o

tes is fo
u

n
d

ed
 o

n
 a m

o
ral cap

ital o
f b

o
u

rg
eo

is v
alu

es

th
at its u

n
lim

ited
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t ten

d
s to

 d
estro

y
 irreco

v
erab

ly
. 4

6 W
e
 a

re

d
e
a
lin

g
 

h
e
re

 
w

ith
 

a
 

v
e
ry

 
p

e
c
u

lia
r 

id
e
o

lo
g

ic
a
l 

p
o

sitio
n

, 
w

ith
 

its

co
m

b
in

atio
n

 o
f an

d
 ten

sio
n

 b
etw

een
 th

e d
efen

se o
f trad

itio
n

al v
alu

es an
d

th
e ex

altatio
n

 o
f m

ark
et co

m
p

etitio
n

. L
et m

e n
o

te in
 p

assin
g

 th
at, ty

p
ical

o
f 

w
h

a
t 

h
a
s 

b
e
e
n

 
c
a
lle

d
, 

in
 
a
 
sig

n
ific

a
n

t 
o

x
y

m
o

ro
n

, 
th

e
 
A

m
e
ric

a
n

"co
n

serv
ativ

e rev
o

lu
tio

n
," th

is co
n

ju
n

ctio
n

 ap
p

ears h
ig

h
ly

 im
p

ro
b

ab
le in

th
e F

ren
ch

 id
eo

lo
g

ical co
n

tex
t.

O
u

r a
n

a
ly

sis o
f th

e
 p

ro
p

e
rtie

s o
f g

e
n

e
ra

liz
e
d

 im
ita

tio
n

 a
llo

w
s u

s to

d
isso

lv
e th

is ap
p

aren
t co

n
trad

ictio
n

. T
h

ere is n
o

t, o
v

er h
ere, an

 ev
o

lu
tio

n

th
at u

n
failin

g
ly

 fin
d

s b
y

 itself th
e rig

h
t p

ath
, th

is rig
h

t p
ath

 tu
rn

in
g

 o
u

t

p
recisely

 to
 b

e o
th

e
r th

an
 th

at o
f th

e m
ark

et; an
d

, o
v

er th
ere, H

ay
ek

 w
h

o

a
sse

rts 
th

e
 
su

p
e
rio

rity
 
o

f 
th

e
 
m

a
rk

e
t. 

W
ith

o
u

t 
th

e
 
in

te
rv

e
n

tio
n

 
o

f 
a

k
n

o
w

led
g

e th
at tran

scen
d

s it, th
ere is n

o
 g

u
aran

tee th
at cu

ltu
ral ev

o
lu

tio
n

b
ased

 o
n

 im
itatio

n
 w

ill co
n

v
erg

e to
w

ard
s a satisfacto

ry
 o

rd
er, an

d
 ev

en

less an
 o

p
tim

al o
n

e. It is in
 th

e n
am

e o
f su

ch
 tran

scen
d

en
t k

n
o

w
led

g
e th

at

H
a
y

e
k

 sp
o

k
e
, w

ith
o

u
t o

f c
o

u
rse

 b
e
in

g
 a

b
le

 to
 fo

u
n

d
 th

is k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
.

H
a
y

e
k

 w
a
s a

n
 "e

n
g

a
g

e
d

" in
te

lle
c
tu

a
l w

h
o

 w
ro

te
 b

o
o

k
s, g

a
v

e
 le

c
tu

re
s,

m
o

b
iliz

e
d

 
h

is 
e
p

ig
o

n
e
s 

o
n

 
a
 

w
o

rld
 

sc
a
le

 
a
n

d
 

o
rg

a
n

iz
e
d

 
th

e
m

 
in

to

p
o

w
erfu

l p
ressu

re g
ro

u
p

s: h
e so

u
g

h
t to

 in
flu

en
ce h

is co
n

tem
p

o
raries an

d
,

b
ey

o
n

d
 th

em
, th

e co
u

rse o
f ev

o
lu

tio
n

. T
h

ere is n
o

th
in

g
 h

ere th
at is n

o
t

p
e
rfe

c
tly

 
c
o

n
siste

n
t 

w
ith

 
a
 

th
e
o

ry
 

o
f 

e
v

o
lu

tio
n

 
b

a
se

d
 

p
re

c
ise

ly
 

o
n

recip
ro

cal in
flu

en
ces. B

u
t h

e co
u

ld
 n

o
t, w

ith
o

u
t im

p
o

stu
re, sp

eak
 in

 th
e

n
am

e o
f ev

o
lu

tio
n

. N
o

r co
u

ld
 h

e, w
ith

o
u

t co
n

trad
ictin

g
 h

is p
h

ilo
so

p
h

y
 o

f

m
in

d
, sp

eak
 in

 th
e n

am
e o

f m
ere h

u
m

an
 reaso

n
. T

h
ere rem

ain
s, o

f co
u

rse,

th
e
 v

a
n

ta
g

e
 p

o
in

t o
f A

b
so

lu
te

 k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
. It is u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

a
b

le
 th

a
t a

n

av
o

w
ed

 an
ti-ratio

n
alist lik

e H
ay

ek
 h

esitated
 to

 o
ccu

p
y

 th
is sp

o
t.

It is also
 u

n
d

erstan
d

ab
le, if reg

rettab
le, th

at th
e o

racle h
ad

 its failu
res an

d

la
p

se
s. W

h
a
t in

 fa
c
t is th

e
 c

rite
rio

n
 th

a
t m

a
k

e
s it p

o
ssib

le
 to

 ju
d

g
e
 th

e

v
alu

e o
r u

tility
 o

f a so
cial sy

stem
? T

h
e m

o
st sy

m
p

ath
etic co

m
m

en
tato

rs

a
re

 
o

b
lig

e
d

 
to

 
a
c
k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 
th

a
t 

H
a
y

e
k

's 
p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y

 
h

a
s 

n
o

 
p

re
c
ise

an
sw

er to
 p

ro
p

o
se fo

r th
is fu

n
d

am
en

tal q
u

estio
n

. 4
7 W

e w
ill n

o
te, fo

r o
u

r

                                           
4
6 C

f., fo
r ex

am
p

le, I. K
risto

l, "C
ap

italism
, S

o
cialism

 an
d

 N
ih

ilism
," in

 T
w

o
 C

h
eers fo

r

C
a
p
ita

lism
, N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, B
asic B

o
o
k
s, 1

9
7
8
, ch

ap
. 7

.
4
7 T

h
u
s, Jo

h
n
 G

ray
, H

a
yek o

n
 L

ib
erty, o

p
. cit., p

p
. 1

4
2
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4
3
.



2
7

p
a
rt, th

a
t H

a
y

e
k

's la
te

st te
n

d
e
n

c
y

 to
 e

m
p

h
a
siz

e
 th

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f h
u

m
a
n

liv
es th

at a "trad
itio

n
" is ab

le to
 m

u
ster an

d
 m

ain
tain

 co
n

stitu
ted

 a stro
k

e

o
f g

e
n

iu
s w

ith
 re

g
a
rd

 to
 th

e
 d

iffic
u

ltie
s e

n
c
o

u
n

te
re

d
 b

y
 h

is th
e
o

ry
 o

f

e
v

o
lu

tio
n

. W
e
 sa

w
 th

a
t im

ita
tiv

e
 lo

g
ic

 in
d

u
c
e
d

 d
isto

rtio
n

s a
n

d
 w

a
ste

b
ecau

se it p
u

sh
ed

 ev
ery

o
n

e, in
 th

e m
o

st ratio
n

al fash
io

n
, to

 g
o

 w
ith

 th
e

g
reatest n

u
m

b
er. B

u
t if th

e g
reatest n

u
m

b
er b

eco
m

es th
e criterio

n
 o

f tru
th

an
d

 efficien
cy

, th
en

, w
h

atev
er ev

o
lu

tio
n

 m
ay

 d
o

, it w
ill alw

ay
s b

e rig
h

t.

W
ith

 
H

a
y

e
k

, 
th

e
 

v
ic

io
u

s 
c
irc

u
la

ritie
s 

o
f 

a
 

c
e
rta

in
 

n
e
o

-D
a
rw

in
ism

so
m

etim
es attain

ed
 g

ran
d

io
se p

ro
p

o
rtio

n
s.

H
a
y

e
k

's œ
u

v
re

 d
o

u
b

tle
ss c

o
n

stitu
te

s th
e
 m

o
st re

m
a
rk

a
b

le
 a

tte
m

p
t to

fo
u

n
d

 a th
eo

ry
 o

f th
e g

o
o

d
 an

d
 ju

st so
ciety

 o
n

 th
e co

n
tin

g
en

ce o
f h

u
m

an

affairs an
d

 o
n

 so
cial co

m
p

lex
ity

. Its failu
re w

eig
h

s h
eav

ily
.

4
. W

H
Y

 I A
M

 N
O

T
 A

N
 A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

 P
R

A
G

M
A

T
IS

T

T
h

ere is a d
eep

er reaso
n

 fo
r m

y
 n

o
t b

ein
g

 an
 A

m
erican

 p
rag

m
atist th

an

th
e sh

eer an
d

 co
n

tin
g

en
t fact th

at I am
 n

o
t an

 A
m

erican
. In

 co
n

clu
sio

n
, I

w
ill flesh

 it o
u

t b
y

 retu
rn

in
g

 to
 th

e F
ren

ch
 d

o
m

ain
, w

ith
 w

h
ich

 I started

th
is p

resen
tatio

n
.

T
h

e
 n

o
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 so

c
ia

l lie
, o

r c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 h

y
p

o
c
risy

 o
r se

lf-d
e
c
e
p

tio
n

,

p
la

y
e
d

 
a
n

 
e
sse

n
tia

l 
ro

le
 

in
 

F
re

n
c
h

 
so

c
ia

l 
sc

ie
n

c
e
s, 

a
s 

m
u

c
h

 
in

D
u

rk
h

e
im

ia
n

 so
c
io

lo
g

y
 a

s in
 th

e
 stru

c
tu

ra
lism

 th
a
t d

e
th

ro
n

e
d

 it. T
h

e

d
eb

ate o
n

 th
e re

c
ip

ro
c
ity

 o
f m

u
tu

a
l e

x
c
h

a
n

g
e h

as b
een

 o
n

e o
f th

e m
ajo

r

c
o

n
tro

v
e
rsie

s 
in

 
F

re
n

c
h

-sty
le

 
h

u
m

a
n

 
sc

ie
n

c
e
s. 

T
h

e
 

"
F

re
n

c
h

in
tersu

b
jectiv

ists" h
av

e b
een

 h
eav

ily
 in

flu
en

ced
 b

y
 th

is d
eb

ate w
h

ich
 is

still g
o

in
g

 o
n

 to
d

ay
 in

 th
e h

u
m

an
 scien

ces circles. I th
in

k
 it w

o
rth

w
h

ile to

recall it h
ere, in

 p
art b

ecau
se g

ift ex
ch

an
g

e w
as a to

p
ic in

 th
e Ju

ly
 2

0
0

2

B
e
h

a
v

io
ra

l R
e
se

a
rc

h
 C

o
u

n
c
il c

o
n

fe
re

n
c
e
 o

n
 b

e
h

a
v

io
ra

l e
c
o

n
o

m
ic

s; b
u

t

m
o

stly
 b

ecau
se I w

ill tak
e it as an

 illu
stratio

n
 o

f th
e m

alaise I can
n

o
t h

elp

feelin
g

 b
efo

re D
ew

ey
's attitu

d
e to

w
ard

s th
e issu

e o
f tru

th
 (as I u

n
d

erstan
d

it).

In
 h

is fam
o

u
s w

o
rk

 E
ssa

i su
r le d

o
n

 (1
9

2
4

)
4
8, M

arcel M
au

ss n
o

tes th
at in

a g
o

o
d

 n
u

m
b

er o
f arch

aic so
cieties, "co

n
tracts are fu

lfilled
 an

d
 ex

ch
an

g
es

o
f g

o
o

d
s are m

ad
e b

y
 m

ean
s o

f g
ifts.  In

 th
eo

ry
 su

ch
 g

ifts are v
o

lu
n

tary

b
u

t in
 fa

c
t th

e
y

 a
re

 g
iv

e
n

 a
n

d
 re

p
a
id

 u
n

d
e
r o

b
lig

a
tio

n
."  H

e
 in

sists th
e

"tra
n

sa
c
tio

n
s" h

av
e a "v

o
lu

n
tary

 ch
aracter, so

 to
 sp

eak
, ap

p
aren

tly
 free

                                           
4
8A

n
n

é
e
 

S
o

c
io

lo
g

iq
u

e
, 

2
è
m

e
 

sé
rie

, 
1

9
2

3
-1

9
2

4
, 

t.I; 
re

p
rin

te
d

 
in

 
S

o
c
io

lo
g

ie
 

e
t

a
n

th
ro

p
o

lo
g

ie
, P

U
F

, 1
9

7
3

. (T
h

e
 G

ift: F
o

rm
s a

n
d

 fu
n

c
tio

n
s o

f e
x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 in

 a
rc

h
a

ic

so
cieties, tran

s. Ian
 C

u
n
n
iso

n
 (N

ew
 Y

o
rk

: N
o
rto

n
, 1

9
6
7
).)

2
8

an
d

 w
ith

o
u

t co
st, an

d
 y

et co
n

strain
ed

 an
d

 in
terested

. T
h

ey
 are en

d
o

w
ed

n
e
a
rly

 a
lw

a
y

s w
ith

 th
e
 fo

rm
 o

f a
 p

re
se

n
t, o

f a
 g

ift g
e
n

e
ro

u
sly

 o
ffe

re
d

ev
en

 w
h

en
 in

 th
e g

estu
re w

h
ich

 acco
m

p
an

ies th
e tran

sactio
n

 th
ere is o

n
ly

a fictio
n

, fo
rm

alism
 an

d
 so

cia
l d

ecep
tio

n
, an

d
 w

h
en

 th
ere is, at b

o
tto

m
,

o
b

lig
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 eco

n
o

m
ic in

terest."

S
ep

arate acts: g
iv

in
g

, receiv
in

g
, retu

rn
in

g
, p

resen
t th

em
selv

es as so
 m

an
y

g
e
stu

re
s 

o
f 

g
e
n

e
ro

sity
 

o
r 

c
o

rd
ia

lity
, 

y
e
t 

in
 

fa
c
t 

th
e
y

 
o

b
e
y

 
stric

t,

in
e
sc

a
p

a
b

le
 im

p
e
ra

tiv
e
s.  

W
h

a
t th

e
n

 is th
e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f th
is "o

b
lig

a
tio

n
"?

O
n

ce h
e h

as ask
ed

 th
is q

u
estio

n
, M

au
ss ad

d
s, as if h

e w
ere o

n
ly

 rep
eatin

g

it in
 an

o
th

er fo
rm

: "W
h

at fo
rce is th

ere in
 th

e th
in

g
 g

iv
en

 w
h

ich
 co

m
p

els

th
e
 re

c
ip

ie
n

t to
 m

a
k

e
 a

 re
tu

rn
?
" T

h
e
 in

d
ig

e
n

o
u

s in
fo

rm
e
r w

ill ra
p

id
ly

c
o

n
v

in
c
e
 h

im
 th

a
t "in

 th
e
 th

in
g

s e
x

c
h

a
n

g
e
d

...th
e
re

 is a
 c

e
rta

in
 p

o
w

e
r

w
h

ich
 fo

rces th
em

 to
 circu

late, to
 b

e g
iv

en
 aw

ay
 an

d
 rep

aid
."

In
 h

is eq
u

ally
 fam

o
u

s "In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

 à
 l'o

eu
vre d

e M
a

rcel M
a

u
ss (1

9
5

0
)

4
9

- a tex
t w

h
ich

 m
an

y
 co

n
sid

er to
 b

e th
e ch

arter o
f F

ren
ch

 stru
ctu

ralism
 -

L
év

i-S
trau

ss rep
ro

ach
es M

au
ss fo

r allo
w

in
g

 h
im

self h
ere to

 b
e "m

y
stified

b
y

 th
e n

ativ
e." M

au
ss's m

istak
e, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 h
im

, w
as to

 h
av

e rem
ain

ed

a
t 

p
h

e
n

o
m

e
n

o
lo

g
ic

a
l 

a
p

p
re

h
e
n

sio
n

, 
w

h
ic

h
 

b
re

a
k

s 
th

e
 

in
sta

n
c
e
s 

o
f

e
x

c
h

a
n

g
e
 in

to
 d

isc
re

te
 o

c
c
u

rre
n

c
e
s.  

T
h

is th
u

s c
re

a
te

s th
e
 n

e
e
d

 fo
r a

n

o
p

e
ra

to
r o

f in
te

g
ra

tio
n

 to
 re

c
o

n
stru

c
t th

e
 w

h
o

le
, a

n
d

 it is p
re

c
ise

ly
 th

e

"so
u

l 
o

f 
th

in
g

s" 
w

h
ic

h
 

p
ro

v
id

e
n

tia
lly

 
c
o

m
e
s 

in
 

to
 

p
la

y
 

th
is 

ro
le

.

H
o

w
ev

er, th
is is tack

lin
g

 th
e p

ro
b

lem
 fro

m
 th

e w
ro

n
g

 en
d

, L
év

i-S
trau

ss

a
sse

rts, b
e
c
a
u

se
 "E

x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 is n

o
t a

 c
o

m
p

le
x

 e
d

ific
e
, c

o
n

stru
c
te

d
 fro

m

o
b

lig
a
tio

n
s to

 g
iv

e
, to

 re
c
e
iv

e
 a

n
d

 to
 m

a
k

e
 re

tu
rn

 w
ith

 th
e
 h

e
lp

 o
f a

n

e
m

o
tio

n
a
l a

n
d

 m
y

stic
a
l c

o
n

te
n

t.  It is a
 syn

th
esis im

m
ed

ia
tely g

iven
 to

,

an
d

 b
y

, sy
m

b
o

lic th
o

u
g

h
t..." T

h
e "u

n
d

erly
in

g
 reality

" o
f th

e ex
ch

an
g

e, h
e

e
x

p
la

in
s, is to

 b
e
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 "u
n

c
o

n
sc

io
u

s m
e
n

ta
l stru

c
tu

re
s," to

 w
h

ic
h

lan
g

u
ag

e can
 p

ro
v

id
e access.

T
h

e th
ird

 step
: in

 1
9

7
2

, P
ierre B

o
u

rd
ieu

, in
 h

is E
sq

u
isse d

'u
n

e th
éo

rie d
e

la
 p

ra
tiq

u
e

5
0, d

en
o

u
n

ced
 th

e "o
b

jectiv
ist erro

r" o
f L

év
i-S

trau
ss: "E

v
en

 if

re
c
ip

ro
c
ity

 is th
e
 o

b
je

c
tiv

e
 tru

th
 o

f th
e
 d

isc
re

te
 a

c
ts w

h
ic

h
 o

rd
in

a
ry

ex
p

erien
ce k

n
o

w
s in

 d
iscrete fo

rm
 an

d
 calls g

ift ex
ch

an
g

es, it is n
o

t th
e

w
h

o
le

 tru
th

 o
f a

 p
ra

c
tic

e
 w

h
ic

h
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t e

x
ist if it w

e
re

 c
o

n
sc

io
u

sly

p
erceived

 in
 a

cco
rd

a
n

ce w
ith

 th
e m

o
d

el."

                                           
4
9In

 S
o
cio

lo
g
ie et a

n
th

ro
p
o
lo

g
ie, o

p
. cit.

5
0D

ro
z, G

en
ev

a. (O
u

tlin
e o

f a
 T

h
eo

ry o
f P

ra
ctice, T

ran
s. R

ich
ard

 N
ice (C

am
b

rid
g

e:

C
am

b
rid

g
e U

n
iv

ersity
 P

ress, 1
9
7
7
).)



2
9

In
 e

ffe
c
t, c

o
n

sid
e
r th

e
 o

b
lig

a
tio

n
 to

 re
p

a
y

 w
h

a
t is re

c
e
iv

e
d

 a
n

d
 th

e

o
b

lig
a
tio

n
 

to
 

re
c
e
iv

e
. 

T
a
k

e
n

 
to

g
e
th

e
r 

in
 

th
e
 

th
e
o

re
tic

a
l 

sc
h

e
m

a
 

o
f

recip
ro

city
, th

ey
 lead

 to
 a co

n
trad

ictio
n

.  H
e w

h
o

 im
m

ed
iately

 retu
rn

s th
e

v
ery

 o
b

ject h
e is g

iv
en

 refu
ses, in

 fact, to
 receiv

e. T
h

e ex
ch

an
g

e o
f g

ifts

can
 o

n
ly

 fu
n

ctio
n

 as su
ch

 o
n

 th
e co

n
d

itio
n

 th
e recip

ro
city

 th
at w

o
u

ld
 b

e

its o
b

jectiv
e tru

th
 is h

id
d

e
n

. A
ll th

e sp
ace, o

r rath
er th

e tim
e, o

f p
ractice

is n
eed

ed
 to

 u
n

d
o

 th
is co

n
trad

ictio
n

. It seem
s to

 m
e th

at B
o

u
rd

ieu
 is h

ere

v
ery

 clo
se to

 D
ew

ey
's n

o
tio

n
 o

f in
q

u
iry

.

T
h

u
s in

 B
o

u
rd

ieu
's in

terp
retatio

n
 (as in

 M
au

ss's) th
ere is a lie. T

h
e n

ativ
es

k
n

o
w

 th
e
 tru

th
 o

f re
c
ip

ro
c
ity

, b
u

t th
e
y

 h
id

e
 it, fo

r th
is tru

th
 is le

th
a
l.

F
ro

m
 w

h
o

 d
o

 th
ey

 h
id

e it? F
ro

m
 th

em
selv

es, o
f co

u
rse. W

e are in
 a v

ery

in
te

re
stin

g
 

c
a
se

, 
in

 
w

h
ic

h
 

th
e
 

v
e
ry

 
e
x

iste
n

c
e
 

o
f 

a
 

so
c
ia

l 
stru

c
tu

re

(sy
m

b
o

lic o
r g

ift ex
ch

an
g

e) d
ep

en
d

s o
n

 th
e k

in
d

 o
f k

n
o

w
led

g
e th

at th
e

p
articip

an
ts h

av
e ab

o
u

t it. O
n

to
lo

g
ical statem

en
ts are n

o
t in

d
ep

en
d

en
t o

f

e
p

iste
m

o
lo

g
ic

a
l o

n
e
s. T

h
e
 ‘m

isre
c
o

g
n

itio
n

’ p
ro

p
e
r to

 c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 se

lf-

d
ecep

tio
n

 is n
o

t o
n

ly
 n

o
r m

ain
ly

 a lack
 o

f k
n

o
w

led
g

e (ep
istem

o
lo

g
y

), b
u

t

an
 in

stitu
tio

n
 (o

n
to

lo
g

y
) th

at im
p

lies th
e k

n
o

w
led

g
e th

at is d
issim

u
lated

.

A
t th

is stag
e, let m

e ask
 th

e q
u

estio
n

: h
ere is a so

cial stru
ctu

re o
f w

h
ich

th
e stab

ility
 an

d
 th

e v
ery

 ex
isten

ce d
em

an
d

 th
at its ‘in

tern
al’ tru

th
 (i.e. th

e

p
h

en
o

m
en

o
lo

g
ical ap

p
reh

en
sio

n
) d

iffer fro
m

 its ‘ex
tern

al’ (i.e. o
b

jectiv
e)

tru
th

 an
d

 d
issim

u
late it. C

an
 th

e latter claim
 an

y
 k

in
d

 o
f p

rio
rity

? A
n

y

g
reater tru

th
 v

alu
e? R

ealists an
d

 p
o

sitiv
ists lik

e L
év

i-S
trau

ss an
sw

er y
es.

B
o

u
rd

ieu
 an

sw
ers n

o
.

C
le

a
rly

, th
e
 issu

e
 in

v
o

lv
e
s a

n
 im

p
o

rta
n

t e
th

ic
a
l d

im
e
n

sio
n

. O
n

e
 o

f th
e

m
o

st fearso
m

e attack
s ev

er to
 b

e lau
n

ch
ed

 ag
ain

st th
e id

ea o
f "o

b
jectiv

e

tru
th

" in
 th

is d
eb

ate h
as b

een
 p

u
t fo

rw
ard

 b
y

 F
ren

ch
 p

o
litical p

h
ilo

so
p

h
er

P
ierre M

an
en

t. M
an

en
t p

o
n

d
ers o

v
er th

e so
cial im

p
act o

f th
e C

h
ristian

G
o

sp
el an

d
 its "R

ev
elatio

n
" o

n
 h

u
m

an
 affairs. T

h
e m

essag
e p

u
rp

o
rts to

re
v

e
a
l th

a
t h

u
m

a
n

ity
 is fo

u
n

d
e
d

 o
n

 v
io

le
n

c
e
 a

n
d

 th
a
t th

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f th
e

C
ity

 o
f M

an
 is in

sep
arab

le fro
m

 its v
io

len
t o

rig
in

. B
u

t, M
an

en
t in

q
u

ires,

d
o

es n
o

t th
is ‘rev

elatio
n

’, w
h

ich
 o

b
lig

es m
en

 to
 lo

o
k

 in
 th

e ey
e th

e ro
le o

f

v
io

len
ce in

 th
e co

n
stitu

tio
n

 o
f th

eir w
o

rld
, leav

e th
em

 ev
en

 m
o

re b
lin

d
ed

th
an

 th
e m

y
th

 w
h

ich
 tran

sfig
u

res o
r erases th

at v
io

len
ce? T

o
 co

n
clu

d
e:

“
T

h
e
 fo

u
n

d
in

g
 ‘m

y
th

s’ a
re

 m
o

re
 k

n
o

w
in

g
 th

a
n

 ‘re
a

listic
’ sc

ie
n

c
e.” F

o
r

m
en

 h
av

e “g
o

o
d

 reaso
n

s” fo
r rep

ressin
g

 v
io

len
ce: “T

h
ey

 sen
se […

] th
at

th
e en

d
s o

f so
cial life are irred

u
cib

le to
 its v

io
len

t o
rig

in
s …

 M
en

 n
eed

 to

3
0

h
id

e fro
m

 th
em

selv
es th

o
se o

rig
in

s if th
ey

 w
an

t to
 liv

e in
 acco

rd
an

ce w
ith

th
eir co

n
scien

ce.”
5
1

M
an

en
t th

u
s g

o
es b

ey
o

n
d

 ev
en

 B
o

u
rd

ieu
: su

p
erio

r v
alu

e is claim
ed

 fo
r

th
e ‘in

tern
al’ tru

th
, q

u
ite sim

p
ly

 b
ecau

se it is th
is, an

d
 n

o
t th

e ‘ex
tern

al’

tru
th

, 
w

h
ic

h
 

m
a
k

e
s 

p
o

ssib
le

 
th

e
 

v
e
ry

 
e
x

iste
n

c
e
 

o
f 

so
c
ie

ty
. 

T
h

e

g
e
o

m
e
tric

a
l m

e
ta

p
h

o
r sh

o
u

ld
 m

o
re

o
v

e
r b

e
 in

v
e
rte

d
, fo

r it is n
o

t th
e

ex
tern

al tru
th

 th
at en

co
m

p
asses th

e in
tern

al tru
th

 b
u

t rath
er th

e in
tern

al

tru
th

 th
a
t e

n
c
o

m
p

a
sse

s th
e
 e

x
te

rn
a
l tru

th
, sin

c
e
 it c

o
n

ta
in

s it: it h
as it

in
sid

e itself an
d

 k
eep

s it d
am

m
ed

 u
p

 th
ere.

I 
ta

k
e
 

th
is 

c
a
se

 
stu

d
y

 
to

 
b

e
 

a
n

 
im

p
o

rta
n

t 
c
h

a
lle

n
g

e
 

fo
r 

A
m

e
ric

a
n

p
ra

g
m

a
tism

. C
o

n
sid

e
r th

e
 fin

e
 c

ritic
a
l a

c
c
o

u
n

t g
iv

e
n

 b
y

 Ju
d

g
e
 R

ic
h

a
rd

P
o

sn
er o

f D
ew

ey
's "ep

istem
ic d

em
o

cracy
":

"[D
e
w

e
y

] d
e
-e

m
p

h
a
siz

e
d

 th
e
 p

u
rsu

it o
f 'tru

th
' a

s su
c
h

, re
je

c
tin

g
 th

e

p
o

ssib
ility

 o
f d

isin
te

re
ste

d
, 'o

b
je

c
tiv

e
', c

o
n

c
lu

siv
e
 in

q
u

iry
 a

n
d

 p
o

in
tin

g

o
u

t th
ere is n

o
 w

ay
 o

f k
n

o
w

in
g

 w
h

en
 o

n
e h

as fo
u

n
d

 th
e 'tru

th
' b

ecau
se

o
n

e
 
c
a
n

n
o

t 
ste

p
 
o

u
tsid

e
 
th

e
 
w

o
rld

 
a
n

d
 
o

b
se

rv
e
 
th

e
 
c
o

rre
sp

o
n

d
e
n

c
e

b
etw

een
 o

n
e's d

escrip
tio

n
s an

d
 th

e w
o

rld
 as it really

 is. A
ll th

at p
eo

p
le

a
re

 c
a
p

a
b

le
 o

f a
n

d
 fo

rtu
n

a
te

ly
 a

ll th
e
y

're
 re

a
lly

 in
te

re
ste

d
 in

 is g
e
ttin

g

b
e
tte

r 
c
o

n
tro

l 
o

v
e
r 

th
e
ir 

e
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

t, 
e
n

la
rg

in
g

 
th

e
ir 

h
o

riz
o

n
s, 

a
n

d

e
n

ric
h

in
g

 a
n

d
 im

p
ro

v
in

g
 th

e
ir liv

e
s. T

h
e
 k

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 re

q
u

ire
d

 fo
r th

e
se

e
n

d
e
a
v

o
rs 

is 
c
o

lle
c
tiv

e
 
in

 
th

e
 
se

n
se

 
o

f 
b

e
in

g
 
b

o
th

 
a
c
q

u
ire

d
 
b

y
 
th

e

c
o

o
p

e
ra

tiv
e
 e

ffo
rts o

f d
iv

e
rse

 in
q

u
ire

rs –
 in

te
llig

e
n

c
e
 b

e
in

g
 d

istrib
u

te
d

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

th
e
 
c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 
ra

th
e
r 

th
a
n

 
c
o

n
c
e
n

tra
te

d
 
in

 
a
 
h

a
n

d
fu

l 
o

f

o
u

tstan
d

in
g

 ex
p

erts –
 an

d
 v

alid
ated

 b
y

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity
's ev

alu
atio

n
 o

f its

u
tility

; a
s a

 p
ra

ctica
l m

a
tter, 'tru

th
' is co

n
sen

su
s. 5

2"

I can
n

o
t b

u
t fu

n
d

am
en

tally
 d

isag
ree w

ith
 th

is "ep
istem

ic d
em

o
cracy

". L
et

m
e tak

e u
p

 a case th
at is in

tim
ately

 co
n

n
ected

 w
ith

 m
y

 p
resen

tatio
n

 o
f th

e

m
y
th

o
p

o
ie

tic
 p

ro
p

erties o
f m

im
etic p

h
en

o
m

en
a in

 H
ay

ek
's an

d
 K

ey
n

es's

so
c
ia

l p
h

ilo
so

p
h

ie
s. C

o
n

sid
e
r a

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 w

h
o

se
 sta

b
ility

, se
n

se
 o

f

co
h

esiv
en

ess, an
d

 w
ell-b

ein
g

 is co
n

tin
g

en
t u

p
o

n
 its h

id
in

g
 fro

m
 itself th

at

it is sc
a
p

e
g

o
a
tin

g
 in

n
o

c
e
n

t v
ic

tim
s. B

e
lie

f in
 th

e
 g

u
ilt o

f th
e
 v

ic
tim

 is

g
ro

u
n

d
ed

 in
 th

e th
ird

 p
arties' accu

sato
ry

 g
azes. "A

 m
o

b
 d

o
es n

o
t th

in
k

5
3"

b
u

t in
 su

ch
 cases it b

eh
av

es lik
e a q

u
asi-su

b
ject. T

h
e m

o
b

 an
d

 its v
ictim

                                           
5
1 P

ie
rre

 M
a
n

e
n

t, “
L

a
 L

e
ç
o

n
 d

e
 T

é
n

è
b

re
s d

e
 R

e
n

é
 G

ira
rd

”
, C

o
m

m
e
n

ta
ire

 1
9

 (F
all

1
9
8
2
).

5
2 

R
ic

h
a
rd

 
A

. 
P

o
sn

e
r, 

"D
e
w

e
y

 
a
n

d
 

D
e
m

o
c
ra

c
y

: 
A

 
C

ritiq
u

e
", 

T
r
a

n
s
a

c
tio

n
a

l

V
iew

p
o
in

ts, S
u
m

m
er 2

0
0
2
.

5
3 S

ee F
ritz L

an
g
's m

asterp
iece o

n
 th

e lo
g
ic o

f scap
eg

o
atin

g
, F

u
ry (1

9
3
6
).



3
1

sh
ap

e o
n

e an
o

th
er. T

h
e "in

tellig
en

ce" o
f th

e case is d
istrib

u
ted

 th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t

th
e
 

c
ro

w
d

 
a
n

d
 

u
n

a
n

im
o

u
s 

c
o

n
se

n
su

s 
is 

re
a
d

ily
 

a
tta

in
e
d

 
–

 
th

ro
u

g
h

c
o

n
ta

g
io

n
 
o

f 
h

a
te

fu
l 

o
p

in
io

n
s. 

T
h

e
 
v

ic
tim

 
h

im
se

lf 
is 

rip
e
 
fo

r 
se

lf-

c
o

n
d

e
m

n
a
tio

n
. 

T
h

e
 

fe
w

 
"o

u
tsta

n
d

in
g

 
e
x

p
e
rts" 

w
h

o
 

p
ro

c
la

im
 

th
e

in
n

o
cen

ce o
f th

e v
ictim

 are silen
ced

 rig
h

t aw
ay

. O
n

e o
f th

em
 stan

d
s u

p
 to

th
e p

o
p

u
lace an

d
 sh

o
u

ts o
u

t "I accu
se". H

e is p
u

t to
 jail an

d
 assassin

ated
.

M
y

 q
u

estio
n

 is, w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 D
ew

ey
's attitu

d
e co

n
fro

n
ted

 w
ith

th
e D

rey
fu

s affair?

A
s far as I am

 co
n

cern
ed

, I see n
o

 o
th

er w
ay

 th
an

 to
 sid

e w
ith

 C
h

arles

P
ég

u
y

 an
d

 p
ro

claim
: th

e tru
th

 o
f th

e m
atter, th

e ab
so

lu
te tru

th
, th

e o
n

ly

tru
th

, is th
a
t th

e
 m

a
n

 y
o

u
 a

re
 c

o
n

d
e
m

n
in

g
 a

n
d

 e
x

p
e
llin

g
 is in

n
o

c
e
n

t! -

ev
en

 if p
ro

claim
in

g
 th

e tru
th

 d
isru

p
ts th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity

.


